Bank shares tumbled yesterday 

After critical reports on mortgage crisis See Aruba Today Business on Pages B 8 & 9 




Obama 
goes to 
Chicago 



President Barack Obama 
waves as he boards Air Force 
One in Washington on his 
way to Chicago on April 14, 
2011. Obama scheduled the 
trip to Chicago to kick off 
his re-election bid where he 
was expected to attend three 
fundraisers. 

(The New York Times) 


Continued on Page 2 


WORLD NEWS 


In Japan 


Premier 

urged 



Japanese P. M. Naoto Kan. 

By HIROKO TABUCHI 
© 2011 New York Times 
TOKYO - The leader of Ja¬ 
pan’s largest opposition party 
called Thursday for Prime 
Minister Naoto Kan to resign, 
abruptly ending an uneasy po¬ 
litical truce forged after the 
devastating earthquake and 
tsunami. 


Continued on Page 2 



House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.) address the 
media at the Capitol in Washington, on April 14, 2011. Pelosi, who said she felt no ownership for 
the budget bill negotiated between House Republicans and Senate Democrats, declined to say if she 
would support the bill in Thursday’s vote. 

(The New York Times) 


Budget includes real and illusory cuts 


By ERIC LICHTBLAU 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Few 
financial problems have 
generated more public 
attention in the past few years 
than mortgage fraud, one of 
the triggers for the nation’s 
housing collapse. 

But even government officials 
seeking to combat a front- 
burner issue like that one are 
feeling the sting of the budget 
deal struck Friday to avert a 
federal shutdown. 

With the line-by-line details of 
the deal finally made public, 
budget documents show that 
a $20 million program at the 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development meant 
to root out mortgage fraud is 
being reduced to zero. 

That was just one of hundreds 
of budget reductions to emerge 
Wednesday, as agencies and 
groups relying on federal 
money scoured the fine print 


of the 459-page budget to 
determine which cuts would 
hurt the most - and which 
ones were more illusory than 
real. 

A variety of organizations 
- including local police 
agencies and community 
service groups providing 
federally financed job training 
or housing assistance - found 
that the budget deal reached in 
Washington would cut deeply 
into their own budgets. 

But other reductions appeared 
less than meets the eye, even 
as the White House and 
congressional leaders have 
emphasized the austerity they 
say the budget reflects. 

For instance, the “reductions” 
included $630 million for 
unspent earmarks sponsored 
by individual lawmakers in 
past budgets. But in reality, 
little if any of that money was 
likely to be spent, analysts 
said. Much of it involved 


earmarks that have been 
included in past budgets 
without the money ever being 
spent - sometimes because 
the recipients did not want to 
move ahead with the projects. 
The Commerce Department, 
meanwhile, is “losing” $6.2 
billion that was included in 
the last budget for its once-a- 
decade census - money that 
would not have been spent 
anyway this budget cycle 
because the census has already 
been completed. 

“In some cases you have real 
cuts, like the budget of the 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
which will have less money to 
work with,” said Steve Ellis, 
vice president of Taxpayers 
for Common Sense, a 
Washington watchdog group 
that advocates for greater 
fiscal restraint. 

“But in other cases,” Ellis 
said, “you have cuts that aren’t 
really cuts.’Q 


Google 

misses 

forecasts 



By VERNE G. KOPYTOFF 
© 2011 New York Times 
SAN FRANCISCO - With 
Larry Page, Google’s co¬ 
founder and its new chief 
executive, now at the helm, 
the search advertising giant 
reported financial results 
Thursday that fell below Wall 
Street analysts’ expectations. 
Not that Page felt the need 
to explain. He stayed only a 
few minutes on a conference 
call with the analysts and left 
before taking their questions. 
“Maybe he doesn’t want to do 
it every quarter, but there was 
nothing meaningful,” said 
Colin Gillis, an analyst with 
BGC Financial. 
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Obama 

Continued from Front Page 


By MARK LANDLER 
© 2011 New York Times 
CHICAGO - President 
Barack Obama, having drawn 
battle lines with Republicans 
over how to cut the deficit, 
returned to his political home 
here Thursday for a fundrais¬ 
ing visit, bringing the mes¬ 
sage of fiscal responsibility 
and core Democratic values 
he laid out in a speech a day 
earlier. 

Obama’s overnight visit - 
which included a reunion with 
his former chief of staff, now 
the mayor-elect of Chicago, 
Rahm Emanuel amounted 
to an unofficial kickoff of his 
re-election campaign. 

He was to spend the night in 
his own house in the city’s 
Hyde Park neighborhood, the 
first time he has been back 
since before his bruising set¬ 
back in the midterm elections. 
On Thursday, Obama seemed 
anything but bowed, extolling 
his legislative record and tell¬ 



President Barack Obama 
greets supporters after 
arriving in Chicago, on April 
14, 2011. Obama scheduled 
the trip to Chicago to kick off 
his re-election bid where he 
was expected to attend three 
fundraisers. 

(The New York Times) 

ing about 100 supporters at 
a steakhouse: “The speech I 
gave yesterday was not a par¬ 
tisan shot at the other side. It 
was an attempt to clarify the 
choice we have as a country 
right now.” 

Obama, who was introduced 
by Emanuel, said the Re¬ 
publicans were promoting a 
pessimistic vision, in which 
the United States can no lon¬ 
ger afford to invest in roads, 
bridges or health care. Q 


Japan 

Continued from Front Page 

The political bickering that 
has long marred Japanese 
politics had seemed to give 
way since March 11 to mu¬ 
tual gestures of cooperation. 
Just hours after the 9.0 magni¬ 
tude earthquake, Kan huddled 
with opposition leaders, who 
quickly declared their full 
support for government relief 
efforts. 

But Kan has come under in¬ 
creasing fire for the govern¬ 
ment’s handling of the crisis, 
especially its inability to help 
bring the crippled Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear power plant 
under control. Among other 
criticisms, Kan has been ac¬ 
cused of surrounding himself 
with newly appointed aides 
and advisers, sidelining bu¬ 
reaucrats and causing confu¬ 
sion in a government already 
overwhelmed in the aftermath 
of the multiple disasters. 

What critics call the prime 
minister’s increasingly top- 
down leadership style has also 
backfired. □ 


Google 

Continued from Front Page 

The company reported that 
first-quarter revenue in¬ 
creased 27 percent. While 
profits were also up, they fell 
short of analysts’ predictions. 
“We’ve had a tremendous 
quarter,” Page said before 
leaving. He said “it shows the 
strength of our business and 
the continuing growth in the 
tech industry.’’Google’s shares 
fell 5.5 percent to $546.96 in 
after-hours trading. The share 
price was flat during regular 
trading Thursday. 

In the analysts’ eyes, Google’s 
spending played a big role in 
the stumble Thursday. The 
company had gone on a hiring 
spree - it added nearly 1,900 
new workers during the quar¬ 
ter - and made good on a pre¬ 
vious promise to give all its 
employees a 10 percent raise. 
Operating costs including 
salaries were $2.84 billion in 
the first quarter, up 55 percent 
from a year earlier. 

Asked repeatedly about the 
spending in a call with ana¬ 


lysts, the Google executives 
who did stick around stressed 
that the hiring was necessary 
to help build emerging prod¬ 
ucts like mobile and You¬ 
Tube that will pay off in the 
long run. Patrick Pichette, 
Google’s chief financial offi¬ 
cer, emphasized that Google 
was disciplined and that all 
units had to justify their costs. 
“Everybody that has a cost 
center has to demonstrate 
productivity,” he said. That 
response got a cool reception 
from analysts. 

“They can’t continue to invest 
at this rate because the law of 
diminishing returns will kick 
in at some point,” said Ross 
Sandler, an analyst with RBS 
Capital Markets. 

The big question before 
the call was whether Page 
would speak. He is not par¬ 
ticularly talkative and, pre¬ 
viously, while co-president, 
often missed such meetings 
with the analysts. Pichette 
described Page’s appearance 
as “a surprise,” signaling that 
he will likely be an infrequent 
participant in the future. □ 
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Federal Aviation Administration 

Official resigns after sleeping controllers 



Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Chief Operating Officer 
Hank Krakowski poses in the cockpit of an FAA jet in a hangar at 
Washington’s Reagan National Airport. 


By JOAN LOWY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - The offi¬ 
cial who oversees the nation’s 
air traffic system resigned 
Thursday and the Federal Avi¬ 
ation Administration began a 
“top to bottom” review of the 
entire system following dis¬ 
closures of four instances of 
air traffic controllers sleeping 
on the job. 

FAA chief Randy Babbitt said 
in a statement that Hank Kra¬ 
kowski, the head of the agen¬ 
cy’s Air Traffic Organization, 
had submitted his resignation. 
He said David Grizzle, FAA’s 
chief counsel, will temporar¬ 
ily take over for Krakowski 


while the agency searches for 
a replacement. 

Babbitt moved on Wednesday 
to add a second overnight air 
traffic controller at more than 
two dozen airports around the 
country. The controllers were 
added hours after a medical 
flight was unable to raise a 
lone controller working at 2 
a.m. at Reno-Tahoe Interna¬ 
tional Airport. FAA said the 
Reno controller, who was out 
of communication for 16 min¬ 
utes, was sleeping. The plane 
landed safely with assistance 
from controllers at a regional 
radar facility in Northern Cal¬ 
ifornia. 

Babbitt said he would conduct 


a “top to bottom” review of 
FAA’s entire air traffic sys¬ 
tem. 

“Over the last few weeks we 
have seen examples of unpro¬ 
fessional conduct on the part 
of a few individuals that have 
rightly caused the traveling 
public to question our ability 
to ensure their safety,” Babbitt 
said. 

“This conduct must stop im¬ 
mediately.” 

Word of Krakowski’s res¬ 
ignation came as FAA offi¬ 
cials were to meet privately 
Thursday with members of 
the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, 
which oversees FAA’s budget. 
Key members of Congress 
including Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., 
and Sen. Jay Rockefeller, 
D-W.Va. have demanded 
FAA stop controllers from 
sleeping on the job. 

The Reno incident was the 
second case this week of a 
sleeping controller. A con¬ 
troller at Boeing Field-King 
County International in Se¬ 
attle was suspended after he 
fell asleep during his morn¬ 
ing shift on Monday, the FAA 
said. He was already facing 
disciplinary action for sleep¬ 
ing on two separate occasions 
during an early evening shift 
in January, the agency said.Q 



President Barack Obama speaks at the National Prayer Breakfast 
in Washington. 


Appeals court tosses 
prayer day challeuge 

WASHINGTON - A U.S. appeals court on Thursday over¬ 
turned a ruling that had found unconstitutional a law that re¬ 
quires the president to proclaim a national day of prayer each 
year. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit, based in Chicago, 
said the group that brought the challenge had no standing to do 
so because the law commanded only the president to take ac¬ 
tion. The proclamation imposes no requirement on a person and 
therefore no one is hurt by a request that can be declined, the 
appeals court ruling said. The court reversed the decision of a 
federal judge in Wisconsin and ordered the case be dismissed. 
“Those who do not agree with a president’s statement may speak 
in opposition to it, they are not entitled to silence the speech of 
which they disapprove,” wrote the appeals court’s chief judge 
Frank Easterbrook, who was appointed by President Ronald 
Reagan. 

Congress enacted a law in 1988 that set the first Thursday in 
May as the appropriate day for a national day of prayer and 
instructed the president to issue a proclamation. 

President Barack Obama issued one on April 30, 2010 that 
called on Americans “to pray, or otherwise give thanks, in ac¬ 
cordance with their own faiths and consciences, for our many 
freedoms and blessings.” on May 6, 2010.Q 
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In Wisconsin court race 

Recount clock to begin ticking 



Protestors gather for a rally outside the Capitol building to speak 
against a proposed bill by Republican Governor Scott Walker in 
Madison. 


MADISON, Wis - Officials 
in Wisconsin’s largest county 
expect to finish on Thursday 
a review of the local vote in 
the state Supreme Court race, 
an election widely seen as a 
referendum on Republican 
efforts to curb public sector 
unions. 

That will set the stage for ei¬ 
ther candidate to demand a 
recount. 

Contests for a 10-year term 
on the high court are normally 
low-profile affairs. But this 
year, it took on added signifi¬ 


cance as the first statewide 
race since the legislature ap¬ 
proved a proposal by Gover¬ 
nor Scott Walker to restrict 
public workers union rights. 
Moreover, several legal chal¬ 
lenges to the law are sure to 
eventually reach the state top 
court. 

It currently has a 4-3 conser¬ 
vative majority that includes 
David Prosser, one of the can¬ 
didates in this month’s elec¬ 
tion. Milwaukee County is 
the last of the state’s 72 coun¬ 
ties to complete its canvass of 


last week’s vote and submit 
the results to the Government 
Accountability Board, which 
oversees elections. 

Under state law, all canvass¬ 
es a routine part of the post¬ 
election process designed to 
uncover discrepancies before 
the vote is finalized must be 
completed at 5 p.m. 

“We’re still waiting,” Mike 
Haas, a GAB staff attorney, 
told Reuters. “There’s been a 
little wrinkle but they’re hop¬ 
ing to submit today.” 

Once the GAB posts Milwau¬ 
kee’s totals, the two candi¬ 
dates in the hotly contested 
race have three business days 
to request a recount. Assum¬ 
ing Milwaukee files on Thurs¬ 
day, that means a deadline of 
5 p.m. Tuesday. 

Immediately following the 
April 5 vote, when incumbent 
Prosser, a former Republi¬ 
can assembly leader, and the 
challenger, assistant state at¬ 
torney JoAnne Kloppenburg, 
appeared separated by just a 
few hundred votes, a recount 
seemed inevitable. □ 


CDC report 

Suicides rise and 
fall with economy 



A fan of the late Hong Kong 
superstar Leslie Cheung cries 
as she attends a candlelight vigil 
marking the first anniversary 
of Cheung’s suicide in Hong 
Kong. 

CHICAGO - Suicides in the 
United States ebb and flow 
with the economy, rising in 
bad times and falling in good, 
researchers at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven¬ 
tion said on Thursday. 

Their study, published on¬ 
line in the American Journal 
of Public Health, is the first 
to look at suicide trends by 
age and business cycles, and 
it found that working Ameri¬ 
cans people aged 25 to 64 
are significantly more prone 


to suicide in tough economic 
times. Researchers looked at 
the impact of business cycles 
on U.S. suicide rates from 
1928 through 2007. They 
found a general correlation 
among suicide rates and ma¬ 
jor shifts in the U.S. economy. 
For example, suicides fa¬ 
mously spiked during the 
Great Depression, surging to a 
record high of 22 suicides per 
100,000 people in 1932, up 
from 18 per 100,000 in 1928. 
But other slowdowns also 
saw an increase in suicides, 
including the end of the New 
Deal (1937-1938), the Oil 
Crisis (1973-1975), and the 
Double-Dip Recession (1980- 
1982.) 

And suicide rates tended to 
fall during periods of plenty, 
such as during World War 
Two and the decade-long ex¬ 
pansion from 1991 to 2001, 
in which the economy flour¬ 
ished and there were low rates 
of unemployment. □ 
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NY mom posts ‘Forgive me before fatal plunge 




In New York 

Amid serial killer search, 
man recalls woman’s cries 



Members of the Suffolk County Dive Team search the Hemlock 
Cove area for the remains of bodies slain by a possible serial killer 
near the Cedar Beach area of New York. 
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Meave Ryan poses at her home in New Windsor, N.Y. Ryan was 
driving past the boat ramp in Newburgh, N.Y., on Tuesday evening 
when she spotted La’Shaun Armstrong, sopping wet, waving his 
arms. The 10-year-old Armstrong escaped a sinking minivan as 
his mother and three siblings drowned in the Hudson River 


By Aman Ali 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - As an FBI 
plane flew overhead in search 
of more bodies, a Long Island 
man on Thursday recalled one 
of the suspected victims of a 
serial killer running scream¬ 
ing into his home. 

Authorities believe Shannan 
Gilbert of New Jersey, who 
went missing in May 2010, 
was a victim of a suspected 
serial killer targeting pros¬ 
titutes who advertised on 
Craigslist. 

They believe she was visit¬ 
ing a male customer in the 
seaside neighborhood of Oak 
Beach on Long Island. 

Oak Beach resident Gus Col- 
leti, 75, said he saw the ter¬ 
rified girl shortly before she 
went missing. 

“I opened up the door and she 
just came inside yelling ‘Help 
me, help me, help me,’” Co- 
letti told Reuters. 

“She came running to my 
house screaming for help,” he 
said. “I called the police and 
she ran out the door.” 

Shortly after Colleti called 
police, he said he walked out¬ 
side to find a man searching 
for Gilbert. 

“He said he was having a par¬ 
ty that Gilbert was at and she 
got upset,” he said. “The man 
said he was trying to get her 
to come back.” 

That’s when Colleti said he 
saw Gilbert sprint away from 
a nearby boat she was hiding 
under and the man looking 
for her run after her. 

“That’s the last I saw of 


them,” he said. 

Authorities declined to com¬ 
ment on whether or not the 
man Colleti saw is a suspect 
in the case. 

Details about the frightened 
girl emerged as police on 
Thursday combed the beaches 
and waters of Long Island on 
foot, with dive teams and us¬ 
ing high-tech scanning equip¬ 
ment in planes flying over¬ 
head. 

Since December 2010, re¬ 
mains of at least nine people 
have been found in several 
locations along the shore. 
Four of the bodies, identified 
as prostitutes who advertised 
on Craigslist, were found 
wrapped in burlap. The other 
bodies were not. 

Most recently, two sets of 
human remains were found 
in brush along the beach this 
week. 

The FBI and authorities in 
Suffolk and Nassau Counties 
planned to search more than a 
dozen areas. 

“There’s areas of interest and 
(authorities) will go in to see 
if they’ll be able to collect any 
evidence,” Nassau County 
executive Edward Mangano 
said. 

“We hope to find evidence 
that will lead us to an appre¬ 
hension to whomever com¬ 
mitted these murders,” Man¬ 
gano said. 

Nassau’s acting police com¬ 
missioner Thomas Krumpter 
said the aerial search has al¬ 
ready provided several “items 
of interest” that authorities are 
further examining.□ 


By MICHAEL HILL 
Associated Press 
NEWBURGH, N.Y. - The sui¬ 
cidal mother who loaded her 
four children into a minivan 
and drove it into the frigid 
Hudson River warned in a 
cryptic Facebook message 
just before the fatal plunge: 
“I’m so sorry everyone for¬ 
give me please for what I’m 
gonna do.... This Is It!!!!” 

Her 10-year-old son, who 
swam ashore as his mom and 
three siblings drowned, says 
his mother told her children, 
“you’re all going to die with 
me,” then changed her mind 
and tried, too late, to back out 
of the river, according to the 
woman who found the sop¬ 
ping wet boy. 

“I made a mistake, I made 
a terrible mistake,” the boy 


quoted his mother as saying. 
Just before 8 p.m., 

Lashanda Armstrong put her 
children into the van and 
drove into the river. Arm¬ 


strong and three of the chil¬ 
dren, boys ages 5 and 2 and an 
11-month-old girl, died. Ten- 
year-old La’Shaun Armstrong 
escaped. □ 
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Spaghetti Al Formaggio Parmigiana $21 

An authentic Italian dish flamed with Whiskey 
at your table 

Sole Mare Special $42.50 
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Chicken Fingers with French Fries 
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Rib Eye Pizzaiola $32 
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virgin olive oil, tomatoes, garlic, and goeta 
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Ravioli alia Vodka with Lobster 
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East Coasts gets first electric cruise ship dock 



The ocean liner Queen Mary 2 sits at the new Brooklyn Cruise 
Terminal in New York. 


NEW YORK - Luxury liners that 
dock in New York will soon be 
able to plug into the East Coast’s 
first electric ship terminal, city 
officials said on Thursday. 

The green initiative at the Brook¬ 
lyn Cruise Terminal swaps elec¬ 
tric power for the diesel fuel 
emissions spewed into the air by 
cruise ships. 

The behemoth boats typically 
idle their engines as they dock to 


unload passengers and supplies, 
often for up to 11 hours at a time. 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg said 
in a statement that the envi¬ 
ronmental move will eliminate 
roughly 1,500 tons of carbon di¬ 
oxide that the ships emit into the 
air each year. 

The new grid will allow the ships 
to shut off their engines and be 
powered by electricity instead. 
“We’ll lower fossil fuel emis¬ 


sions and improve air quality for 
local residents all while keeping 
our waterfront working and our 
tourism numbers growing,” the 
mayor said. 

Brooklyn’s waterfront electric 
grid will be the first of its kind 
on the East Coast, although elec¬ 
tric docks have been used on the 
West Coast for nearly a decade. 

It will cost roughly $15 million 
to install the electric grid, with 
funding coming from the Port 
Authority of New York and New 
Jersey as well as the U.S. Envi¬ 
ronmental Protection Agency. 
The transatlantic Queen Mary 
2 is one of the world’s larg¬ 
est cruise ships and its operator 
Cunard Lines said it will spend 
roughly $4 million to retrofit the 
ship for the electric grid. Cunard 
spokesman Brian O’Connor said 
reducing ship pollution with the 
initiative is the “equivalent of 
taking 5,000 cars off the road.” 

O’Connor said, “We sail the 
world’s oceans and the commu¬ 
nities we serve, we have respect 
for them and it’s the right thing to 




Television 

Your gateway to the world of entertainment 
also featuring: 

Top Real Estate/Hotels/Apartments 
Latinos por el mundo 
Away from home 
Tips for tourists 


www. ca ri bbea n i n ternettelevision. net 


THE BEST ON THE NET 


CIT 

Caribbean Internet 


do in terms of the elimination of begin later this year and is ex¬ 
carbon dioxide.” pected to be complete by early 

Construction on the terminal will 2012. □ 


National Guard patrol 

Grand Forks flood 
crest finally lower 



A van moves along a portion of Highway 29 which is covered in 
water, near Manvel, North Dakota. 


GRAND FORKS, North Da¬ 
kota - Flood fighters patrolled 
strained levees on a Red River 
tributary and an old dam on a 
northwest North Dakota river 
on Thursday as forecasters re¬ 
duced the projected crest in 
Grand Forks. About 100 North 
Dakota National Guard members 
watched the levees around Val¬ 
ley City, reinforcing weak spots 
in the levee system along the 
Sheyenne River that is expected 
to crest within inches of its 20.7 
foot record there. 

“There was one part of a levee 
that we had issues with last year 
too that started to slip,” Shan¬ 
non Bauer, a U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers spokeswoman, said 
Thursday. “We put in a contin¬ 
gency dike behind it.” Bauer said 
flood fighters also built a clay 
dike along Main Street in Val¬ 


ley City to reinforce a temporary 
barrier made of sand-filled bar¬ 
riers leaking under the strain of 
the water. Engineers have added 
twice to levees in the Valley City 
area in anticipation of the near-re¬ 
cord crest. High flows on the Red 
River have also left the Sheyenne 
spreading out across communi¬ 
ties near where it meets the Red 
River north of Fargo. In north¬ 
west North Dakota, the weather 
service has a flash flood watch 
in effect until Saturday for Burl¬ 
ington residents near a small dam 
that could fail on the flooded Des 
Lacs River. However, river lev¬ 
els were easing on Thursday. In 
Grand Forks, the National Weath¬ 
er Service on Thursday trimmed 
a foot from its projections, but 
was still expecting the Red River 
to reach its third highest crest on 
record. □ 







































































Juggling Fish 
is ready lor 
Easter Break 

PALM BEACH - From 
sexy to conservative, you 
will find beachwear & 
bathing suits in all styles 
and colors at the Juggling 
Fish Swimwear Store on 
the seaside boardwalk at 
Playa Linda Beach Resort. 
Easter is a beach-holiday 
in Aruba and many locals 
join the island’s visitors 
and enjoy the fresh combi¬ 
nation of sun, sea and sand 
for a week. 

Not before buying a new 
bathing suit. Which is of¬ 
ten a difficult task! 

But not at the Juggling 
Fish. 

You will find an extensive 
collection of swimwear at 
the Juggling Fish, which 
is open daily from 8:30am 
to 7:30am, also on Sunday 
9am to 6pm. Bathing suits 
for the entire family in¬ 
cluding women’s, men’s, 
girls’, boys’& infants, 
teenagers, young adults, 
even grandpas and grand¬ 
mas are guaranteed to find 
some great pairs of swim 
trunks or a one piece slim¬ 
ming bathing suits. 

And the bikinis are mix 
and match, tops and bot¬ 
toms sold separately, for a 
guaranteed perfect fit. 

Get a two-piece tankini 
or a thong, or whatever 
else you fancy and enter 
a raffle for a bathing suit 
of your choice, offer valid 
from April 10 th to May 10 th 
Beach sandals, beach bags, 
towels and accessories, 
anything beach related is 
available at the cute store. 
Got a question or a special 
request? 

The Juggling Fish Swim¬ 
wear store is open on Good 
Friday, Easter Sunday and 
Easter Monday. □ 


Westin lends a helping hand 

Cunucii Hi Chabelito gets a spruce up 




PIEDRA PLAT - This week, many associates and management 
of the Westin Resort & Casino, Aruba volunteered their time to 
help spruce up Cunucu di Chabelito, a local, non-profit petting 
zoo for children in Santa Rosa. The project is one of several 
community projects initiated by Westin associates throughout 
the year. 

With this particular project, associates’ artistic talents shined, 
with colorful murals painted throughout the park to add to 
the overall mending and painting accomplished by the Westin 
team to help Cunucu di Chabelito prepare for an upcoming re¬ 
opening next week.Q 



jf 


~ ( 



Sponsored by: 

S{THE WESTIN 

j 





































































Friday, April 15, 2011 


«I LOCAL 



lively lunch & Fashion Show delight KTCA delegates 



ORANJESTAD - The Re¬ 
naissance Aruba Resort & 
Casino hosted the delegates 
of ATCA, the Annual Tour¬ 
ism Conference Aruba, for 
lunch at the Renaissance Con¬ 
vention Center and surprised 
them with a stylish preview 
of the Aruba in Style event, 
the upcoming fashion week 
unfolding here November 3 rd 
to 6 th . 


The preview captivated the 
enthusiastic audience at¬ 
tending this year’s edition of 
ATCA, all travel profession¬ 
als from North America and 
Aruba’s tourism partners. 
Aruba in Style, produced in 
association with IMG, is the 
first of its kind in the region. 
Celebrities, designers, top 
models, fashion media and 
fashinistas will flock to the 



island for fashion shows, par¬ 
ties and designers events in 
early November. The travel 
professionals attending ATCA 
reported they will be promot¬ 
ing travel to Aruba for the 
premiere of Aruba in Style, 
as soon as they return to their 
home countries. 

The Renaissance Aruba Re¬ 
sort & Casino and the adja¬ 
cent Renaissance Mall com¬ 
bined delicious lunch with 
a runway extravaganza by 
Faconnable, Gottex and Eva 
Boutique, Guess, Lacoste, 
BCBG & Custo Barcelona. 
The lovely string of fashion 
boutiques lent the clothes and 
Aruba’s very own Modeling 
Agency, Koma, was entrusted 
with the production, strutting 
the stuff of Aruba’s top mod¬ 
els on the red carpet against 
the musical background of 
singer Jairo Boekhoudt and 
his band, Acoustic Soul. 

Koma’s director, local de¬ 
signer Ronchi de Cuba, and 
Evelin Wever, PR & Market¬ 



ing Executive for Aruba In 
Style, report the luncheon was 
a total success. 

Renaissance Aruba Resort 
& Casino presented the dig¬ 
nitaries with an interactive 
buffet of delicious specialties 
accompanied by cocktail and 


wine. 

Special thanks go to the Aru¬ 
ba Tourism Authority, The 
Renaissance Aruba Resort & 
Casino, the Renaissance Con¬ 
vention Center, and Koma 
Models for jointly making the 
afternoon special.□ 


Spring-breakers love Hadicurari Restaurant 




HADICURARI BEACH - Mrs. Terri Jones and her 
group of friends came to Aruba for spring break with 
their kids. 

They’re all High School seniors and are celebrating 
their graduation in advance. The parents brought 


them Friday night at Hadicurari Restaurant to 
celebrate their last spring break together as high 
school seniors before all leaving for different college 
in two months. 

Some of them chose for the fish BBQ buffet that is 


available on Friday night while the rest of the group 
enjoyed some lovely entrees a la carte as whole Red 
Snapper, Grouper, Mahi Mahi and pasta Alfredo . 
They all had a wonderful diner while enjoying the 
company of each other. □ 
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World Champion Cricket fans share feat 



ORANJESTAD - Cricket Cricket 2011 last week. This 
team in India became the honor came to Indian team af- 
champion in the World Cup ter a gap of 28 years. Indian 






Association of Aruba decided 
to celebrate the occasion in 
a unique way. Instead of cel¬ 
ebrating the victory of our 
Home Team with a party, the 
Association is very pleased 
to share its joy with the lo¬ 
cal institutions like San Pedro 
Pavalliojn, Casa Cuna and 
YMCA by meeting their im¬ 
mediate needs in running their 
organizations. 

Further our Association has 


decided to declare 2011 as 
‘IAA Year of Sports’ which 
will be celebrated by holding 
some formal sporting events 
amongst the community mem¬ 
bers to promote the competi¬ 
tive sports spirit. 

Indian Association of Aruba 
is a non-profit body of Indian 
Community that takes care 
of economic, social and cul¬ 
tural aspects of Indians liv¬ 
ing in Aruba and promotes 


social and cultural exchange 
with the local community. In 
the past, our Association has 
actively participated in Luna 
Cultural, Feria Multi-cultural, 
and fundraising for deserving 
causes such as hurricanes in 
St Maarten and unfortunate 
earthquake in Haiti. Indian 
community is an essential and 
integrated part of the Aruban 
Community and is very glad 
to be of help.□ 


Tony Roma’s is the island’s headquarters for ribs! 


Many restaurants claim to have 
the best ribs in the land, but only 
Tony Roma's world famous ribs 
continue to rack up taste awards 
from a variety of cities, regions, 
and countries across the globe. 
Tony Roma’s Palm Beach brings 
this classic to Aruba. 

Great ribs put Tony Roma's on the 
map, but the menu also features an 
array of flame-grilled favorites 
including steaks, seafood and 
chicken. The menu also serves up 
fresh salads, fantastic burgers and 
sandwiches, grilled fresh local 
fish, mouthwatering desserts and 
delicious appetizers - especially 
the popular, made-from-scratch 
Onion Loaf. 

Today, there are more than 240 
locations on five continents. 
From Seattle to Miami, Tokyo to 
Madrid, and Calgary to Aruba, 
Tony Roma's is creating an inter¬ 
national incident with its flame- 
grilled fare. Discover why Tony 
Roma’s is now an island dining 
institution! 




tnnflgfteiQiXj* 
a free dessert 

Valid with purchase of appetizer 
and main course at regular price. 
Not valid with other discounts, 
specials, coupons or offers. 

Tax and tip not included. 

Max two coupons per table 
of 2 or more guest. 



TonyRomAs 

RIBS-SEAFOOD-STEAKS 

PALM BEACH 

L.G. Smith Blvd 230. Palm Beach - Aruba 
(Across the street from the Holiday Inn Resort) 
Tel. 586-7427 
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Doin ’ it Low & Slow at The Hollywood ! 



Minister of Tourism officiates smokehouse opening 



Originally Hollywood Hotel, established by Michael’s great 
grandfather in 1941, the building was later renamed Hotel Las 
Delicias, and today is the home of The Hollywood Smokehouse 
Diner, and next door is Hollywood Bar. 


SAN NICOLAS - The Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism Otmar Oduber 
cut the ribbon for Aruba’s first 
and only authentic smoke¬ 
house barbecue (featuring 
Carolina-style pulled pork and 
Texas-style beef brisket)is in 
the heart of San Nicolas, and 
is owned and operated by Mi¬ 
chael and Tina Bislick. It’s lo¬ 


cated in a historic building that 
has been in the Bislick family 
since 1941, when Michael’s 
great grandfather opened it as 
The Hollywood Hotel. The 
restaurant embraces the retro 
architecture of San Nicolas 
with a diner-style motif. 

San Nicolas is a very spe¬ 
cial community, maintaining 






Minister of Tourism Otmar Oduber with Hollywood Owners Michael & Tina Bislick. 


much of that old Caribbean 
vibe that is so charismatic 
and unique to the rest of the 
island. Local residents are en¬ 
couraged to “rediscover” San 
Nicolas and the simple island 
charm that it offers, and tour¬ 
ists on the island will find it a 
worthy adventure away from 
the commercial hustle and 
bustle of the hotel areas. 

The Hollywood Smokehouse 
Diner is open for lunch from 
11:30am to 3pm, Monday 
through Thursday, and for 
lunch and dinner on Friday 
and Saturday from 11:30am 
to 9pm. For more information 
or directions call 733-3650 or 
584-4333.□ 



Special Guests honored at the Holiday Inn Sun Spree Resort 



ORANJESTAD - Recently sented with honorary titles 
at the Holiday Inn Sun Spree created by the Ministry of 
Resort, vacationers were pre- Tourism as a token of appre¬ 


ciation to guest visiting Aruba 
for ten and 20 consecutive 
years. 

Special friends of Aruba, en¬ 
joying ten or more annual 
vacations here, are given the 
Distinguished Guest certifi¬ 
cate and those with twenty 
consecutive years are award¬ 
ed the Ambassador of good¬ 
will title. The recent honoring 
were effected by the Aruba 
Tourism Authority Associate 
Ricardo Croes at the Holiday 
Inn Sun Spree Resort , that 
they call their home away 
from home. 

Daniel & Shanelle Primmer 
and also Michael & Diane 
Steele were honored as Dis¬ 



tinguished Visitors for the Is¬ 
land of Aruba after coming to 
Aruba for 10 long years. 
Pictured: ATA Rep. Ricardo 


Croes together with honor- 
ees and also Brenda & Rein- 
aldo from the Holiday Inn Sun 
Spree Resort. □ 
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Libya rebels say, 


NATO must stop “massacre” in Misrata 



Protesters rally against Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi in 
Benghazi. The sign reads: “El Zintan is in our hearts”. 


By Alexander Dziadosz 
Associated Press 
BENGHAZI - Libyan rebels 
begged for more NATO air 
strikes on Thursday, saying 
they faced a massacre from 
government artillery barrages 
on the besieged city of Mis¬ 
rata, but Western allies squab¬ 
bled over how to respond. 
Rebels said a hail of Grad 
rockets fired by besieging 
forces into a residential dis¬ 
trict of Misrata, Libya’s third 
largest city, had killed 23 ci¬ 
vilians, mostly women and 
children. 

Aid organizations warn of a 
humanitarian disaster in Mis¬ 
rata, the lone rebel bastion in 
western Libya, where hun¬ 
dreds of civilians are said to 
have died in a six-week siege. 
NATO warplanes later 
launched strikes on the Liby¬ 
an capital Tripoli. State tele¬ 
vision said there were civilian 
casualties. 

Correspondents heard four 
blasts and anti-aircraft fire, 
and saw plumes of smoke to 
the southeast. 

Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton expressed concern 


at a NATO meeting in Berlin 
over “atrocities” in Misrata 
but gave no hint Washington 
was prepared to re-engage in 
air strikes. 

Reflecting concern at strains in 
the alliance over the bombing 
campaign, Clinton called for 
NATO to maintain “resolve 
and unity” against Muammar 
Gaddafi, saying he was trying 
to test Western determination. 
Papering over differences, 
NATO foreign ministers 
pledged in a joint declaration 
to provide “all necessary re¬ 
sources and maximum opera¬ 


tional flexibility” for the air 
campaign to maintain a “high 
operational tempo against le¬ 
gitimate targets.” 

But several allies rebuffed 
calls from France and Brit¬ 
ain to contribute more to the 
air attacks, conducted under 
a United Nations mandate to 
protect civilians and U.S. of¬ 
ficials said allied command¬ 
ers had not requested greater 
resources. 

“A massacre will take place 
here if NATO does not in¬ 
tervene strongly,” a rebel 
spokesman in Misrata told AP 
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$6 for 4 cards / Awg. 2 for the progressive! 


Live Music 


' ARUBA 

RESORT, CASINO & SPA 


The Casino at the Radisson 
Open daily from 12 noon to 4am 
For information call +297 586 4045 




FREE Premiun Drinks! 

while playing slots or table games 


by phone. Reports of casual¬ 
ties are hard to verify inde¬ 
pendently because journalists 
cannot reach the area. 

A1 Jazeera television showed 
hundreds of Misrata residents 
demonstrating after the dawn 
attack. “The blood of mar¬ 
tyrs will not be in vain,” they 
chanted, waving the rebel flag. 
The International Organiza¬ 
tion for Migration said a res¬ 
cue ship had left Benghazi, in 
rebel-held east Libya, to begin 
evacuating 6,000 stranded mi¬ 
grants from Misrata, a lone 
rebel bastion in western Libya 
that has been under siege for 
weeks. 

Many were dehydrated and 
weak and in “desperately 
worrying condition,” it said. 


Migrants from Egypt, Niger, 
Bangladesh, Ghana, Sudan 
and Nigeria have been strand¬ 
ed in Misrata, living in the 
open for weeks with limited 
food and no clean water. 

Five so-called BRICS emerg¬ 
ing powers Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa 
voiced misgivings over NATO 
air strikes after talks in China 
and urged an end to the two- 
month civil war. 

Their criticism contrasted with 
the first joint call for Gad¬ 
dafi’s overthrow from a “con¬ 
tact group” of Middle Eastern 
and Western countries meet¬ 
ing in Qatar on Wednesday, 
which demanded the veteran 
ruler leave power and vowed 
support for the rebels.□ 
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• Fish Soup 

• Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 
. Salad 

• Fresh Catch of the Day 

prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. US Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 

• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream 


• Coffee / Tea 

This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 

* A surcharge of $2 will be added. 


Open daily 5:00 pm -10:30 pm 
(Closed on Tuesdays) 
Klipstraat 12 • Tel: 583-2515 
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A Debate in Doha 


Arming Libya's Babels 



Efforts to date 
had exerted 
significant 
pressure on 
Gaddafi, 
protected ci¬ 
vilians from 
violent attack 
and averted a 
humanitarian 
disaster. 


u 


A Libyan rebel sits behind a heavy machine gun, near the western 
gate of the town of Ajdabiya. 


By CHARLES MCDERMID 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - Guns, 
money, oil, and an ex-spy 
chief slinking in the shadows: 
that’s what it came down to 
Wednesday in Qatar’s capital 
Doha when the NATO-led al¬ 
liance marshaling air strikes 
on Libya gathered to defend 
its actions and brainstorm on 
how to help a ragtag rebel 


army finally dethrone Colonel 
Muammar Qaddafi. The coali¬ 
tion dismissed recent criticism 
and claims of inner discord 
with an early statement that 
the “international community 
remained united and firm in 
its resolve.” The same state¬ 
ment boasted that the alli¬ 
ance’s “efforts to date had ex¬ 
erted significant pressure on 
Gaddafi, protected civilians 


from violent attack and 
averted a humanitarian 
disaster.” The matter 
of providing weapons, 
however, proved con¬ 
tentious. The so-called 
Contact Group on Lib¬ 
ya, which includes top- 
level emissaries from 
the United Nations, the 
European Union, the 
African Union and the 
Arab League, disagreed 
over whether interna¬ 
tional law could, or should, 
permit the supply of lethal 
arms to the rebels, even for 
self-defense. In a debate-set- 
ting opening address, Qatari 
crown prince Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani, said 
“The main aim of our meeting 
is to help the Libyan people 
decide their own fate and to 
help the Libyan people defend 
themselves so they can decide 
on their future. ”□ 



Berlusconi says, 
“won’t ran again” 

he announced he wouldn’t 
seek reelection when his 
term ends in 2013. 

Nor would he be in the run¬ 
ning to become the country’s 
president, as had been widely 
forecast. 

But even though Mr. Ber¬ 
lusconi is engulfed in a sex 
scandal involving allegations 
Italian Prime Minister Silvio of paying for prostitutes, this 
Berlusconi, pictured, is un- is a man who has compared 
likely to seek reelection at the himself with Napoleon, Je- 
next elections in 2013 and has S us, a nd Superman, 
named a possible successor as Few Italians envisage him 
incumbent Justice Minister shuffling off int0 the sunset 

Angelo Alfano. , 

to retirement. 

By Nick Squires 

Associated Press His remarks regarding his 

ROME - Is one of Europe’s future plans were made at 
most flamboyant and contro- a Rome dinner for foreign 
versial statesmen finally pre- journalists on Monday, 
paring to call it quits? It was supposed to be a cozy, 

Italian Prime Minister Silvio off-the-record briefing, but 
Berlusconi caused consterna- Berlusconi’s comments were 
tion in Italy this week when swiftly leaked. □ 



IMITA International N.V. 

at PASEO HERENCIA 

Easter Special 
Let us treat you 

50 % 

Discount 

/ 1 

Whole Store 

J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 382-A, Paseo Herencia C-021 Noord, Aruba, Tel: (297) 586-6529 

www.imita.com 
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ISLA NDAWAY 


For more info, visit DANIELPUTKOWSKI.com 


amazon.com 

^ and you're done? 


amazonkindle 


. Read Daniel Putkowski's novels on your iPad & iPhone 
t APPS AVAILABLE AT AMAZON.COM 


AT LAST THE SEQUEL 
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Under a Blue Flag, the Much-Anticipated Sequel to 
Aruba’s #1 Bestseller, An Island Away 

ON SALE NOW IN ARUBA AT MOST HOTEL GIFT SHOPS 


PRAISE FOR AN ISLAND AWAY 


Under a 

BlueFIa, 


* ** ** 


“INSIGHTFUL TALE. 
GREAT BEACH READ!” 


In Ivory Coast 


U.N. defends role 
In Gbagbo ouster 



A FRCI (Republican Force of Ivory Coast) soldier stands on a 
street in Cocody, an area of Abidjan. 


In Uganda 

Opposition leader injured in protest 



Civilians carry an injured supporter of Uganda’s Forum for 
Democratic Change (FDC) leader Kizza Besigye at the Kasangati 
suburb of the capital Kampala. 


ABIDJAN - Ivory Coast’s 
Laurent Gbagbo was over¬ 
thrown by Ivorians, not by 
foreign powers, the United 
Nations said on Thursday 
amid rising criticism of its role 
in the removal of the former 
leader. Gbagbo was captured 
this week by forces loyal to 
internationally recognized 
President Alassane Ouat- 
tara ending a bloody power 
struggle but only after French 
and U.N. forces pounded 
Gbagbo’s heavy weapons 
stockpiles. “The fundamental 
feeling is that (Gbagbo) failed 
to win the hearts and minds of 
the population here,” the U.N. 
mission chief in Ivory Coast, 
Y.J. Choi, told reporters in 
Abidjan. “He underestimated 
the will of the people, and the 
credit must go to the Ivorian 
people.” Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev said on 
Thursday that U.N. peace¬ 
keepers had taken sides in the 
conflict in Ivory Coast and 
called this a “very dangerous 
tendency,” adding to criti¬ 
cisms by Gbagbo supporters 
that Ouattara is a patsy of the 


West.France, the former co¬ 
lonial power in Ivory Coast, 
is also involved in Western 
military operations to destroy 
heavy weapons held by Liby¬ 
an leader Muammar Gaddafi, 
amid a rebellion there. 
Ouattara won 54 percent of 
the vote in last November’s 
presidential election, accord¬ 
ing to U.N.-certified results, 
but Gbagbo rejected the out¬ 
come, claiming fraud in pro- 
Ouattara constituencies in the 
north. Former rebels from the 
civil war of 2002-03 rallied to 
Ouattara’s side and swept into 
the main city Abidjan in late 
March, triggering more than 
a week of fierce fighting that 
turned the city once known as 
the Paris of West Africa into a 
war zone. 

U.N. and French attack he¬ 
licopters fired on Gbagbo’s 
heavy weapons during the 
conflict, including those lo¬ 
cated at Gbagbo’s official res¬ 
idence where he was eventu¬ 
ally captured. “Gbagbo made 
mistake after mistake and in 
the end Gbagbo lost every¬ 
thing ...” Choi said. □ 


By Elias Biryabarema 
Associated Press 
KAMPALA Ugandan oppo¬ 
sition leader Kizza Besigye, 
President Yoweri Museveni’s 
closest rival in February elec¬ 
tions, was injured while tak¬ 
ing part in a protest against 
high food and fuel prices, he 
said on Thursday. 

Military police fired rubber 
bullets and tear gas to dis¬ 
perse a crowd of more than 
1,000 led by Besigye march¬ 
ing to the center of the capital 
Kampala, Reuters witnesses 
said. “Shortly after the firing 
began I was hit and I suspect 
it was a rubber bullet. I had 
sharp pain and so this ring fin¬ 
ger started bleeding,” Besigye 
told reporters at the Kampala 
Hospital before he was taken 
for treatment. “Our protest 
does not call for any proces¬ 
sion or any assembly, we are 
just asking people to walk to 
work two times a week and 


we want to do so to show soli¬ 
darity with the already tens of 
thousands of people who are 
walking to work every day 
because they can no longer 
afford the cost of public trans¬ 
port.” 

Besigye’s right wrist and 
hand were heavily bandaged. 
He was put on a drip and ap¬ 


peared limp. 

Police said Besigye could 
have been injured after he de¬ 
clined police orders to march 
without the people he had 
gathered, leading to a scuffle 
with police officers. 
“Unconfirmed reports indi¬ 
cate that Mr. Besigye was in¬ 
jured in the ensuing scuffle.Q 


Buccaneer Restaurant Early Bird Lent Special 

5:30 TO 7:00 P.M 

3 COURSE MEAL, BUILD YOUR FAVORITE MEAL FROM EACH SECTION 

Entree dessert 

Breaded Grouper, Coconut Shrimp & Risotto Carmel Flan 
Ultimate Shrimp Trio with Risotto Ice Cream 

Fisherman Stew Coffee or Tea 

Pan Seared Fresh Catch with Scallops 
Mediteranean Fresh Catch with Risotto 
Chefs Delight, Linguine Surprise topped with fresh catch 

For Reservations call (297) 586-6172 or email us at: info@buccaneeraruba.com 
3 decadesjrfgreat food at a low price 

Join us 6 days a week 
Monday- Saturday 
5:30pm - 10pm 


Appetizer 

Fish Soup 
Clam Chowder 
Escargot 
Crab Cakes 



jpg 



**5 Course Entree $24.95 per person ** 

Located between hi & low rise **The Lent Special cannot be combined with any promotions** 
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red sail sports 

Sunset Sail 


Watch the sun go down aboard one of our 
luxurious catamarans. This relaxing sail 
includes hors d'oeuvres and open bar. 




Daily from 5:30 to 7:30 pm (except Tuesday & Wednesday) 



Book 

Via internet: 
www. red sa i I a r u ba. com 
By phone: 

(+297) 586-1603 

_ J 


In Libya 

Gadhafi forces shell besieged city 



Smoke rise from an area in southeast Tripoli, Libya, soon after a 
blast. 


By KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 
TRIPOLI, Libya - Forces 
loyal to Moammar Gadhafi 
shelled a besieged western 
city Thursday, killing at least 
13 people, and new NATO 
airstrikes shook Tripoli as the 


U.S. told a meeting the alli¬ 
ance must intensify its mis¬ 
sion to isolate the Libyan 
leader and “bring about his 
departure.” 

After the explosions in Trip¬ 
oli, one resident of a western 
suburb of the capital said anti¬ 


aircraft guns returned fire, ap¬ 
parently at NATO warplanes. 
“A lot of gunfire followed the 
explosions,” said the resident, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because she feared 
government retaliation. A col¬ 
umn of smoke rose in a south¬ 
eastern part of the city. 

Libyan state television 
showed video of Gadhafi de¬ 
fiantly pumping his fists in 
the air as he stood through the 
sun roof a car moving quickly 
through the streets of Tripoli. 
It said Gadhafi’s tour came at 
the same time as NATO air- 
strikes on military and civil¬ 
ian areas of the capital and 
Aziziyah, about 22 miles to 
the south, adding that there 
were civilian casualties. The 
report could not be confirmed 
immediately. □ 


Survivors look for 
memories in photos 

By JAY ALABASTER 
Associated Press 

NATORI, Japan - The pictures are a random, soiled sam¬ 
pling of years and decades past: a young girl laughing at a 
festival; a somber couple in black and white; an awkward 
group posing at Universal Studios. 

Former residents of the tsunami-ravaged area walk slowly 
along as they scan the columns of images, which are clipped 
or taped to long pieces of string on the walls of this muddy 
gymnasium, a motley testament to a town that no longer ex¬ 
ists. 

More than a month after the powerful tsunami blasted ashore 
March 11, boxloads of muddy, tom photo albums arrive 
throughout the day. 

They are carried in by soldiers working nearby or locals who 
roam the streets of their flattened neighborhoods, looking for 
links to their old lives. 

“It’s just a way for people to keep their memories,” says Ami 
Kisara, 24, who found her elementary school yearbook after 
stopping by with some pictures she found in the rubble. 
Kisara, who came with her mother, says that the home she 
grew up in was totally destroyed in the tsunami, and her fa¬ 
ther was washed awayO 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean Stud 
Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealer stands on 
Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 
Tournaments 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 PM $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 PM $25 
Fridays at 7:00 PM $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 PM Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 PM Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as per 
Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you at Excelsior Casino!! 


In Australia 

Aboriginal imprisonment overwhelming 


SYDNEY - Human rights 
advocates attacked the Aus¬ 
tralian government Thursday 
over the disproportionate 
number of Aborigines in the 
nation’s jails 20 years after a 
landmark inquiry into prison 
deaths. 

Amnesty International ex¬ 
pressed “outrage” at the fact 
that Aborigines Australia’s 
original inhabitants and its 
most impoverished minority 
were 14 times more likely to 
be jailed than non-indigenous 
people. 

Too little had been done in 
the 20 years since a Royal 
Commission into Aborigi¬ 
nal deaths in custody recom¬ 
mended sweeping reforms to 
improve the plight of the na¬ 
tion’s first people, Amnesty 
said. 



Attorney-General Robert Mc¬ 
Clelland, pictured in 2010, said 
the anniversary highlighted 
both that “we have come a long 
way, and there is much more 
work to be done. 

“I don?t know what to call it 
other than a disgrace. 

Twenty years on and Aborigi¬ 
nal people are still dying in 
jails,” said Rodney Dillon, 
Amnesty indigenous rights 
campaigner. 

“After all this time we are still 
waiting for the political deter¬ 
mination that will ultimately 
save lives.” 


Attorney-General Robert Mc¬ 
Clelland said the anniversary 
highlighted both that “we 
have come a long way, and 
there is much more work to 
be done,” but admitted con¬ 
cern over the high levels of 
imprisonment. 

“We have seen improvements 
in many areas, there has been 
a significant decrease in the 
number of indigenous deaths 
in custody,” McClelland told 
AP. 

“However, the high rate incar¬ 
ceration of indigenous Aus¬ 
tralians is concerning.” 

Since the 1991 Royal Com¬ 
mission, 269 Aboriginal 
people have died in custody 
and community spokeswom¬ 
an Bev Manton said they 
were still imprisoned far too 
often. □ 
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34 killed in Iraqi raid 
on Iranian exile camn 


Egypt army reconsiders 
cases of jailed protesters 


Iraqi army soldiers stand guard near burned trailers at Camp 
Ashraf north of Baghdad, Iraq. 


By LARAJAKES 
Associated Press 

BAGHDAD - An Iraqi army raid 
last week on Camp Ashraf left 34 
Iranian exiles dead, according to 
a U.N. spokesman who on Thurs¬ 
day offered the first independent 
death toll for the attack that drew 
sharp rebukes from Baghdad’s 
Western allies. 

The April 8 raid targeted the Peo¬ 
ple’s Mujahedeen Organization 
of Iran, which seeks to overthrow 
Iran’s clerical leaders. The group 
won refuge at Camp Ashraf years 
ago during the regime of Sad¬ 
dam Hussein, who saw them as 
a convenient ally against Iran. 
But since then, the exiles have 
become an irritant to Iraq’s new 
Shiite-led government, which is 
trying to bolster ties with Iran. 
The attack was the climax of 
days of building tensions be¬ 
tween the Iraqi army and the 
Ashraf residents, who feared they 


were about to be attacked after 
nervously watching soldiers bulk 
up their forces outside the camp. 
The Iraqi general who led the raid 
said it was in response to Ashraf 
residents pelting his troops with 
rocks and throwing themselves in 
front of military cars. 

The U.N. visit was critical be¬ 
cause the Ashraf residents and 
the Iraqi government have issued 
wildly different accounts of the 
raid and the reasons behind it. 
U.N. human rights spokesman 
Rupert Colville in Geneva said 
a team of U.N. observers saw 28 
bodies still at the camp during a 
Wednesday visit to the compound 
in eastern Diyala province. Most 
of the bodies appeared to have 
been shot and some were wom¬ 
en, he said. Three of the bodies 
appeared to have been crushed 
to death, a Western diplomat in 
Baghdad said likely from being 
run over by a car.Q 


By MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 

CAIRO - Egypt’s military rulers 
promised Thursday to review the 
cases of young protesters jailed in 
the aftermath of Hosni Mubarak’s 
ouster, a gesture aimed at easing 
spiraling tension between the 
pro-reform movement and the 
generals overseeing the country’s 
transition. 

The announcement followed 
Wednesday’s stunning detention 
of the ex-president and his two 
powerful sons in an investigation 
into corruption, abuse of power 
and the killing of protesters, act¬ 
ing on the central demand of the 
protest camp since Mubarak was 
toppled on Feb. 11. The military 
council that took control of the 
country from Mubarak after 18 
days of massive protests is using 
greater and more frequent con¬ 
cessions to try to reverse the dis¬ 
cord and mistrust between it and 
the groups pushing for a genuine 
transition to democracy. The 
Armed Forces’ Supreme Coun¬ 
cil said in a statement posted on 
its Facebook page that “cases of 
the young people” recently put 
on trial “will be reconsidered.” 
It also fired several provincial 
governors appointed by the 
former president. Activists ac¬ 
cuse the military of operating in 
ways reminiscent of Mubarak’s 
autocratic regime, locking up 
thousands of protesters in mili¬ 
tary prisons, where some have 
reportedly been tortured, after 
swift trials before military courts. 
A military tribunal convicted a 
blogger of insulting the army 


In Afghan war 


Spring fighting season to test gains 


By PATRICK QUINN 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan - Af¬ 
ghanistan’s fighting season will 
begin in full force by the end of 
this month as the trees bud and 
the last of the snows melt off the 
mountain tops — and with it, a 
chance to measure the success 
of NATO efforts to turn back the 
Taliban. 

The ferocity of the Taliban’s 
widely expected spring offensive 
to regain lost territory and ex¬ 
ecute suicide attacks and assas¬ 
sinations will influence President 
Barack Obama’s decision about 
how many of the nearly 100,000 
U.S. combat troops in Afghani¬ 
stan can start going home in July. 
The extent to which the Taliban 


return to the fight will also help 
determine whether the surge of 
more than 30,000 additional U.S. 
troops that Obama announced in 
December 2009 succeeded in ar¬ 
resting the insurgency. 

The reinforcements have routed 
the Taliban from their strong¬ 
holds, captured and killed mid- to 
upper-level leaders, uncovered 
and destroyed militants’ weap¬ 
ons caches and demolished their 
compounds especially in south¬ 
ern Afghanistan, the birthplace of 
the insurgency. 

But the militants, who have 
shown their resiliency time and 
again, have taken the fight to 
other areas of country with high- 
profile attacks in Kabul and 
elsewhere. □ 



An Afghan security officer cov¬ 
ers the dead body of the suicide 
attacker after a suicide attack 
in Bad Kot district of eastern 
Nangarhar province of Af¬ 
ghanistan. 



An Egyptian policeman checks flowers to be delivered to former 
President Hosni Mubarak from an Egyptian citizen in front of 
Sharm El Sheikh Hospital where Mubarak, 82, was hospitalized 
with heart problems in the Red Sea resort. 


and spreading false information 
this week and sentenced him 
to three years in prison, further 
antagonizing the protest move¬ 
ment. Many Egyptians say the 
generals are dictating the course 
of Egypt’s transition and are not 
doing enough to ensure remnants 
of Mubarak’s regime don’t retain 


power and thwart hopes for real 
democracy. The tension peaked 
Saturday when troops stormed 
Cairo’s Tahrir Square to clear 
protesters who now gather there 
to keep the pressure on the mili¬ 
tary to pursue changes before 
handing the nation back to civil¬ 
ian rule. □ 


French terror suspects 
arrested in Pakistan 



This handout picture released 
in 2006 by the US Department 
of State’s rewards for Justice 
program shows wanted Indo¬ 
nesian terror suspect Umar 
Patek. 

ISLAMABAD - Two French 
nationals suspected of belonging 
to an international terror group 
have been arrested by Pakistan’s 
security services, French and 
Pakistani sources said Thursday. 
The two are suspected of being 
part of the group responsible for 
the bloody attacks in Bali in 2002 
that killed 202 people, the worst 
terror attack in Indonesia, ac¬ 
cording to Pakistani security offi¬ 
cials, who requested anonymity. 
The terror group is the one al¬ 
legedly connected to Indonesian 
Umar Patek, who was himself ar¬ 
rested recently in Pakistan. 

The arrests were confirmed in 
Paris by two sources close to 
the French intelligence services, 
adding that they had been de¬ 
tained several weeks ago. 

France has asked the Pakistani 


authorities for permission to 
visit the two detainees, a repre¬ 
sentative at the French embassy 
in Islamabad told AP. 

Senior Indonesian and Pakistani 
officials announced late last 
month that Patek was in Paki¬ 
stani custody. 

Indonesian counter-terrorism 
police had been tracking Patek 
for years. 

One of the most wanted Islamic 
extremists in Southeast Asia, 
he had a $1 million bounty on 
his head under the US govern¬ 
ment’s “Rewards for Justice” 
programme. 

Bom in 1970, he was the alleged 
field coordinator for the massive 
explosions that flattened night¬ 
clubs on Bali and placed mainly 
Muslim Indonesia on the front 
lines of the global battle against 
Islamic militancy. 

Patek is a suspected member 
of Al-Qaeda-linked Southeast 
Asian terror network Jemaah Is- 
lamiyah (JI), blamed for a series 
of deadly bombings targeting 
Christians and Westerners in In¬ 
donesia dating back to 1999. 
Indonesian authorities had be¬ 
lieved he was hiding among Is¬ 
lamic rebels in the southern Phil¬ 
ippines. 

The International Crisis Group 
think tank reported in 2008 that 
he had become the commander 
of foreign jihadists there.□ 













































Friday, April 15 From The New York Times 



Behind the Abortion War 



By GAIL COLLINS 
© 2011 New York Times 

Part of the price of keeping 
the government operating this 
week is another debate over 
the financing of Planned Par¬ 
enthood. Whoopee. 

At least it’ll give us a chance to 
reminisce about Sen. Jon Kyi, 
who gave that speech against 
federal support for Planned 
Parenthood last week that was 
noted for: A) its wild inaccu¬ 
racy; and B) his staff’s expla¬ 
nation that the remarks were 
“not intended to be a factual 
statement.” This is the most 
memorable statement to come 
out of politics since Newt 
Gingrich told the world that 
he was driven to commit se¬ 
rial adultery by excessive pa¬ 
triotism. The speech in ques¬ 
tion was Kyi’s rejoinder to the 
argument that Planned Par¬ 
enthood provides a critically 
important national network of 
women’s health services.“You 
don’t have to go to Planned 
Parenthood to get your cho¬ 
lesterol or your blood pressure 
checked. If you want an abor¬ 
tion, you go to Planned Par¬ 
enthood, and that’s well over 
90 percent of what Planned 
Parenthood does,” Kyi de¬ 
clared. Planned Parenthood 
says that abortions, which are 
not paid for with federal mon¬ 
ey, constitute 3 percent of the 
services they provide. That’s 
quite a gap. But only if you’re 
planning on going factual. 
Anyhow, that was definitely a 
high point. Next year, Kyi is 
retiring from the Senate and 
returning to the private sector, 
where he will have leisure to 
contemplate that this was the 
single moment of his public 
career for which he became 
nationally famous. But there’s 
another part of Kyi’s speech 


that’s more significant. Take a 
look at the “good” non-abor¬ 
tion services he does mention. 
They don’t include contra¬ 
ception, which seems strange 
since Planned Parenthood has 
definitely gone public with 
its association with family 
planning. And he’s not alone. 
Sen. Patty Murray, one of the 
Senate’s leading defenders of 
Planned Parenthood, says she 
doesn’t remember any of the 
lawmakers who wanted to 
strip funding from Planned 
Parenthood mentioning they 
supported contraception ser¬ 
vices. “They just lump every¬ 
thing into one big basket with 
the word ‘abortion,’” she said. 
This is important because it 
speaks to a disconnect in the 
entire debate we’ve been hav¬ 
ing about women and repro¬ 
duction. For eons now, people 
have been wondering why the 
two sides can’t just join hands 
and agree to work together to 
reduce the number of abor¬ 
tions by expanding the avail¬ 
ability of family-planning ser¬ 
vices and contraception. 

The answer is that a large part 
of the anti-abortion commu¬ 
nity is also anti-contraception. 
“The fact is that 95 percent 
of the contraceptives on the 
market kill the baby in the 
womb,” said Jim Sedlak of the 
American Life League. 
“Fertility and babies are not 
diseases,” said Jeanne Mo¬ 
nahan of the Family Research 
Council’s Center for Human 
Dignity, which has been fight¬ 
ing against requiring insur¬ 
ance plans to cover contra¬ 
ceptives under the new health 
care law. Many anti-abortion 
activists believe that human 
life, and therefore pregnancy, 
begin when the human egg 
is fertilized and that standard 
birth control pills cause abor¬ 
tions by keeping the fertilized 
egg from implanting in the 
womb. This isn’t the general 
theory on either count. The 
American College of Obstetri¬ 
cians and Gynecologists de¬ 
fines pregnancy as beginning 
with the fertilized egg’s im¬ 
plantation. Dr. Vanessa Cul- 
lins of Planned Parenthood 
says that the pills inhibit the 
production of eggs or stop the 
sperm before they reach their 
destination. □ 
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Raise America’s Taxes 



By NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2011 New York Times 

President Barack Obama in his 
speech Wednesday confronted 
a topic that is harder to address 
seriously in public than sex 
or flatulence: America needs 
higher taxes. 

That ugly truth looms over 
today’s budget battles, but 
politicians have mostly 
preferred to run from reality. 
Obama’s speech was excellent 
not only for its content but 
also because he didn’t insult 
our intelligence. 

There is no single reason for 
today’s budget mess, but it’s 
worth remembering that the 
last time our budget was in 
the black was in the Clinton 
administration. That’s a broad 
hint that one sensible way 
to overcome our difficulties 
would be to revert to tax rates 
more or less as they were 
under President Bill Clinton. 
That single step would solve 
three-quarters of the deficit for 


the next five years or so. 
Paradoxically, nothing makes 
the need for a tax increase 
more clear than the Republi¬ 
can budget proposal crafted 
by Rep. Paul Ryan. 

The Republicans propose 
slashing spending far more 
than the public would prob¬ 
ably accept - even disman¬ 
tling Medicare - and rely on 
economic assumptions that 
are not merely rosy, but pre¬ 
posterous. Yet even so, the 
Republican plan shows con¬ 
tinuing budget deficits until 
the 2030s. In short, we can’t 
plausibly slash our way back 
to solid fiscal ground. We 
need more revenue. 

Kudos to Obama for boldly 
stating that truth in his speech 

- even if he did focus only on 
taxes for the very wealthiest. 
I also thought he was right 
to say that we need spending 
cuts - including in our defense 
budget. 

Obama didn’t say so, but the 
United States accounts for al¬ 
most as much military spend¬ 
ing as the entire rest of the 
world put together. As I see it, 
there are three fallacies com¬ 
mon in today’s budget discus¬ 
sions: 

— Republicans are the party 
of responsible financial stew¬ 
ardship, struggling to put 
America on a sound footing. 
In truth, both parties have 
been wildly irresponsible, but 
in cycles. Democrats were 
more irresponsible in the 


1960s, the two parties both 
seemed carefree in the 1970s 
and 1980s, and since then the 
Republicans have been stag¬ 
geringly reckless. After the 
Clinton administration began 
paying down America’s debt, 
Republicans passed the Bush 
tax cuts, waded into a trillion- 
dollar war in Iraq, and ap¬ 
proved an unfunded prescrip¬ 
tion medicine benefit - all by 
borrowing from China. 

Then-Vice President Dick 
Cheney scoffed that “deficits 
don’t matter.” 

This borrow-and-spend Re¬ 
publican history makes it gall¬ 
ing when Republicans now 
assert that deficits are the only 
thing that matter - and call for 
drastic spending cuts, two- 
thirds of which would harm 
low-income and moderate- 
income Americans, accord¬ 
ing to the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities. To pay 
for tax cuts heaped largely on 
the wealthiest Americans, Re¬ 
publicans in effect would gut 
Medicare and slash jobs pro¬ 
grams, family planning and 
college scholarships. Instead 
of spreading opportunity, fed¬ 
eral policy would cap it. — 
Low tax rates are essential to 
create incentives for economic 
growth: A tax increase would 
stifle the economy. 

It’s true that, in general, high¬ 
er taxes tend to reduce incen¬ 
tives. But this seems a weak 
effect, often overwhelmed by 
other factors. □ 
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Beckham to serve 1-game suspension 


Los Angeles Galaxy’s David Beckham looks up at the scoreboard to see the time remaining in an MLS soccer game against Toronto 
FC on Wednesday, April 13, 2011, in Toronto. 

(AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Chris Young) Page B4 



lei happy 
to be back 



LONDON (AP) — Martin 
Lei finally has a chance to 
become the first man to win 
four London Marathons, 
although he’s not giving 
himself much of a chance 
at victory this time. Getting 
his career back on track will 
be good enough. Lei had 
the last two years ruined by 
hip and leg injuries and was 
only given an invite to Sun¬ 
day’s race after Olympic 
champion Sammy Wanjiru 
pulled out with a knee in¬ 
jury. It’s the Kenyan’s first 
London Marathon since 
winning his third title in 
2008. “The body is differ¬ 
ent after being out of rac¬ 
ing for two years,” said Lei, 
who asked organizers to let 
him run after feeling his 
form improve in training. “I 
have told myself, ‘Let me 
go and try.’ I can only say 
I am happy to be here. ... I 
did not lose hope (because) 
I could feel in my training 
that I still have potential.” 

Continued on Page B3 



CELEBRATION 


Washington Capitals’Alex¬ 
ander Semin (28) and Alex 

Ovechkin (8), both from Russia, 
celebrate Ovechkin’s goal in the 
third period of Game 1 of a first- 
round NHL hockey playoff series 
with the New York Rangers. 

Read Next Page 



Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Richard Gasquet, of 
France, during their match of the Monte Carlo Tennis Masters 
tournament, in Monaco, Thursday, April 14, 2011. 


Asociated Press 


Nadal, Federer into 
quarters in Monte Carlo 


MONACO (AP) — Six-time defending champion Rafael Nad¬ 
al of Spain and Swiss star Roger Federer coasted into the quar¬ 
terfinals of the Monte Carlo Masters with straight-sets wins on 
Thursday. Nadal, the five-time French Open champion, was 
rarely troubled and beat Richard Gasquet of France 6-2, 6-4 to 
chalk up his 34th straight win at the tournament. 

The top-ranked Spaniard remains on course for a fourth Mon¬ 
te Carlo final against Federer, after the 16-time Grand Slam 
champion’s comfortable 6-4, 6-3 win against 15th-seeded 
Marin Cilic of Croatia. 

“I think I was consistent and didn’t allow him to get into the 
points he wanted to on my own serve,” said the second-seeded 
Federer, who lost to Nadal in three Monte Carlo finals from 
2006-08. Federer next plays seventh-seeded Jurgen Melzer of 
Austria, while Nadal faces veteran Ivan Ljubicic of Croatia, 

the former world No. 3. ^ 

Continued on Page B5 




















































Alexander Semin’s OT goal pushes Caps past Rangers 


Washington Capitals defenseman John Carlson (74) battles for the 
center Artem Anisimov (42), of Russia, during the overtime period 
hockey playoff series on Wednesday, April 13, 2011, in Washington. 


WASHINGTON - Alexan¬ 
der Semin had gone 14 play¬ 
off games without a goal, a 
troubling trend for a Wash¬ 
ington Capitals team that has 
endured too many postseason 
disappointments in recent 
years. 

It took almost 80 minutes of 
hockey in game No. 15 to fi¬ 
nally end the drought. 
Burnside: Caps take first step 
If you’re trying to exorcise 
playoff demons like the Capi¬ 
tals are, what better way to 
start than by getting a mon¬ 
ster goal from the ghost him¬ 
self, Alexander Semin?, Scott 
Burnside asks. Story 


Semin scored 18:24 into over¬ 
time Wednesday night to give 
the Capitals a 2-1 win over 
the eighth-seeded New York 
Rangers in Game 1 of their 
first-round series, a welcome 
bit of relief to the No. 1 seed 
in the Eastern Conference. 
“We’re not getting anywhere 
without Alex Semin scoring,” 
Washington coach Bruce 
Boudreau said. “We need him 
to go and create that other of¬ 
fensive threat.” 

Semin scored 28 times in the 
regular season and has been 
Washington’s best offensive 
threat after Alex Ovechkin 
for several years, but he was 


puck against New York Rangers 
in Game 1 of a first-round NHL 
The Capitals won 2-1. 

(AP Photo/Nick Wass) 

blanked in seven-game series 
losses to Pittsburgh two years 
ago and Montreal last year. 
His last playoff goal also came 
against the Rangers in the sev¬ 
enth game of a first-round se¬ 
ries in 2009. 

More From ESPNNewYork. 
com 


Rangers. Islanders. Devils. If 
you want hockey information, 
ESPNNewYork.com has you 
covered. Blog 

He came close in the first pe¬ 
riod Wednesday, hitting the 
crossbar with 5 minutes to 
play in the first period, about 
a half-minute before Jason Ar- 
nott also clanged one off the 
net frame. 

Amott and Semin teamed up 
for the winning goal, when 
Amott intercepted a clearing 
pass from defenseman Marc 
Staal and found Semin be¬ 
tween the circles for a one- 
timer past Henrik Lundqvist. 
Semin is notoriously averse 
to speaking to reporters and 
didn’t have much to say about 
his big moment, but his team¬ 
mates knew its significance. 
“Last year he was little bit 
upset he didn’t score a goal,” 
Ovechkin said. “And right 
now it’s very important for 
him to score a goal, step up 
and show his leadership.” 
Ovechkin tied the game late 
in regulation during an intense 
poke-at-the-puck scramble, 
matching Matt Gilroy’s third- 
period goal in a game that 
took a while to get going. Mi- 
chal Neuvirth made 24 saves 


to win his NHL playoff debut. 
Lundqvist stopped 31 shots 
for the Rangers. 

Semin comes on strong. 
Alexander Semin scored the 
winning goal and assisted on 
the tying goal for the Capitals. 
His two-point effort in Game 
1 matches his output in last 
year’s seven-game series loss 
to the Canadiens. 

The Capitals were upset a 
year ago by the Canadiens in a 
l-vs.-8 series — the latest in an 
annual string of playoff deba¬ 
cles — but this year they have 
vowed things will be different. 
Washington began playing a 
more defensive scheme after a 
7-0 loss to the Rangers in De¬ 
cember, and it showed as the 
Capitals generally controlled 
the flow of play. 

But they managed to accom¬ 
plish a frustrating hat trick 
of iron, hitting the post or 
crossbar three times. They 
also failed to finish two clean 
breakaways. A sequence in the 
second period symbolized the 
Capitals’ plight as well as any. 
On an odd-man rush, Ovech¬ 
kin made a superb cross-ice 
pass to Mike Knuble, whose 
shot from the right circle hit 
the post. □ 
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Rockies slug their way to 6-5 win over Mots 


NEW YORK (AP) — Carlos 
Gonzalez and hot-hitting Troy 
Tulowitzki belted consecutive 
home runs as the Colorado 
Rockies survived a shaky 
ninth inning to beat the New 
York Mets 6-5 in the opener 
of a National League double- 
header on Thursday. 

The Rockies, off to the best 
start in teame history at 9-2, 
won their fourth consecutive 
one-run game. They were 
going for a four-game series 
sweep in Game 2, which was 
postponed from Tuesday be¬ 
cause of rain. 

Greg Reynolds (1-0) lasted 
five innings to earn his first 
win since June 2008. 
Tulowitzki terrorized the 
Mets again with three hits, 
including his league-leading 
sixth home run, and is 8 for 
12 in the series. 

The sweet-swinging short¬ 
stop has driven in seven runs 
against New York, with the 
go-ahead three-run shot on 
Wednesday. □ 


New York Mets shortstop Jose Reyes follows through on a throw 
to first base after forcing out Colorado Rockies’ Carlos Gonzalez 
for a double play during the third inning of the first baseball game 
of a doubleheader Thursday, April 14, 2011, at CitiField in New 
York. The Rockies’ Troy Tulowitzki was out at first. 

Associated Press 
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Spurs lose, Bulls gain home edge through playoffs 



Phoenix Suns’ Grant Hill (33) drives past San Antonio Spurs’ 
George Hill (3) during the fourth quarter of an NBA basketball 
game Wednesday, April 13, 2011, in Phoenix. 

(AP Photo/Matt York) 
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Continued from Front Page 

Lei set a course record of 2 
hours, 5 minutes, 15 seconds 
in 2008, when he earned his 
second straight win and third 
in four years. Wanjiru then 
shaved 5 seconds off that time 
the following year and Lei 
said he doesn’t expect to chal¬ 
lenge the mark this year. 

“For me, my (goal) is to feel 
I tried my best on Sunday,” 
he said. Even in Wanjiru’s 
absence, there is no shortage 
of big names in the field, in¬ 
cluding defending champion 
Tsegaye Kebede of Ethiopia, 
world champion Abel Kirui 
and fellow Kenyan Patrick 
Makau, who won the Ber¬ 
lin Marathon last year and is 
competing in London for the 
first time. Kebede sounded 
the most confident among 
them, promising to attack 
Wanjiru’s course mark — and 
possibly Haile Gebrselassie’s 
world record of 2:03:59. 

“It is possible, if the weather 
is nice,” Kebede said. “You 
can do a 2:04, or even a 2:03. 
...I think someday I will run 
(a world record time).” 

Kirui is hoping to make up 
for a disappointing finish last 
year, when he was in the lead 
together with Kebede but fal¬ 
tered over the last two miles 
and finished fifth. 

“I realized my mistake,” 
Kirui said. “I was pushing 
(too hard). This time I will 
be patient. I will control my¬ 
self so I can (go fast) to the 
finish line.” Another likely 
challenger is the 38-year-old 
Jaouad Gharib of Morocco, 
the former world champion 
who was second in London in 
2005 and has three third-place 
finishes — including the last 
two years. While Kebede is 
15 years younger than him, 
Gharib said he is confident 
of finally earning an elusive 
London title. 

“I never think about my age,” 
Gharib said through an inter¬ 
preter. “What I believe in is 
my training. I know I haven’t 
won the London Marathon but 
that’s why I am here again. 
My goal and my aim is to win 
it.” The race is expected to at¬ 
tract about 36,000 entries and 
even among the elite field, 
Lei isn’t the only one who is 
happy just for the chance to 
compete. □ 


CHICAGO (AP) — Kyle 
Korver scored 19 points, 
Derrick Rose had 15 as the 
Chicago Bulls closed the 
regular season with their ninth 
straight victory, beating the 
New Jersey Nets 97-92 on 
Wednesday. 

The Bulls earned home-court 
advantage throughout the 
playoffs with the NBA’s best 
record later Wednesday with 
San Antonio’s loss to Phoenix. 
Joakim Noah finished with 10 
points and 10 rebounds to help 
the Bulls finish 62-20, equal¬ 
ing their best showing since 
the 1997-98 championship 
season. 

Chicago will face Indiana in 
the first round of the playoffs. 
Jordan Farmar had 21 points 
and 12 assists for the Nets. 
Suns 106, Spurs 103 
At Phoenix, Marcin Gortat 
had 21 points and 13 rebounds 
as Phoenix denied San Anto¬ 
nio a chance for home-court 
advantage throughout the 
playoffs. 

The Spurs, who at 61-21 fin¬ 
ished a game behind Chicago 
for the best record in the NBA, 
lost Manu Ginobili to a hyper- 
extended right elbow early in 
the game. 

Of greater concern to San An¬ 
tonio could be the health of 
Ginobili, who went down with 
9:46 left in the first quarter. X- 
rays for a more serious injury 
were negative. An MRI was 
planned on Thursday. 

San Antonio will open against 
Memphis in the playoffs. 
Lakers 116, Kings 108, OT 
At Sacramento, California, 
Kobe Bryant scored 36 points 
and forced overtime with a ty¬ 
ing 3-pointer with 4.8 seconds 
left in regulation, and Los An¬ 
geles regrouped to beat Sac¬ 
ramento in what might have 
been the Kings’ last game in 
Sacramento. 

A standing-room only crowd 
packed things beyond the 
17,317-seat capacity, clanking 
cow bells and roaring louder 
than they had in years. With 
the team mulling a move to 
Anaheim, fans brought hand¬ 
made signs and cheered their 
loudest to will the team back. 
And they nearly did. 

Instead, the Lakers pulled 
away in overtime to take the 
No. 2 seed in the Western 


Conference, setting up a first- 
round series against New Or¬ 
leans. 

Marcus Thornton had 33 
points and Tyreke Evans add¬ 
ed 16 for the Kings. 

Heat 97, Raptors 79 
At Toronto, Eddie House 
scored a career-high 35 points 
and Juwan Howard added 18 
as Miami beat Toronto in the 
regular-season finale. 

With the Heat assured of the 
second seed in the East, Mi¬ 
ami coach Erik Spoelstra rest¬ 
ed LeBron James, Dwyane 
Wade and Chris Bosh. 

Miami will host Philadelphia 
in its postseason opener Satur¬ 
day. House’s previous career 
best was 31, set against Utah 
on Nov. 18, 2005. He was 7 
of 13 from 3-point range. The 
Heat have won four straight 
and 15 of 18 heading into the 
playoffs. 

Jerryd Bayless scored 21 
points for Toronto. 

Celtics 112, Knicks 102 
At Boston, Avery Bradley 
scored a career-high 20 points 
to help Boston’s “B” team 
beat New York’s second string 
in a regular-season finale both 
teams. Glen “Big Baby” Da¬ 
vis had 17 points and eight 
rebounds, and Sasha Pavlovic 
added a season-high 19 points 
as the Celtics snapped a two- 
game losing streak. 

Amare Stoudemire played 20 
minutes and scored 14 points 
for New York, which will re¬ 
turn to Boston to open the 
Eastern Conference postsea¬ 
son Sunday night. 

Magic 92, Pacers 74 
At Orlando, Florida, Ryan 
Anderson scored 14 points, 
and Dwight Howard had 13 
points and 13 rebounds in a 
short night in Orlando’s vic¬ 
tory over Indiana. 

Mike Dunleavy and Brandon 
Rush both scored 16 points for 
Indiana. 

The Pacers open their first 
playoff series in five years on 
Saturday against top-seeded 
Chicago. The Magic will host 
Atlanta on Saturday night in 
a matchup of the fourth and 
fifth seeds. 

Clippers 110, Grizzlies 103 

At Los Angeles, Blake Grif¬ 
fin had 31 points, 10 rebounds 
and 10 assists in the 82nd and 
final game of his spectacular 


rookie season for Los Ange¬ 
les. 

Griffin sat out all 82 games 
last season after hurting his 
knee in the final preseason 
game and having surgery. He 
was the only player to ap¬ 
pear in every game this sea¬ 
son when injuries plagued the 
team. 

Eric Gordon added 24 points 
and DeAndre Jordan had 14 
points and 10 rebounds for 
Los Angeles. The Clippers 


finished 32-50 to miss the 
playoffs again. 

Sam Young had 22 points for 
Memphis. 

Mavericks 121, Hornets 89 

At Dallas, Dirk Nowitzki 
scored 12 of his 32 points 
in the decisive third quarter, 
leading Dallas past New Or¬ 
leans in the regular-season fi¬ 
nale. Dallas wound up No. 3 
in the Western Conference and 
will face Portland in the open¬ 
ing round. Q 
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111 SPORTS 


Beckham to serve 1-game 
suspension for yellows 



Los Angeles Galaxy’s David Beckham slides in on Toronto 
FC’s Adrian Cann during the first half of an MLS soccer game 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) 

— David Beckham’s lat¬ 
est yellow card has resulted 
in an automatic one-game 
suspension for the Los An¬ 
geles Galaxy midfielder. 
Beckham received the book¬ 
ing for a reckless tack¬ 
le during the first half of 
Wednesday’s scoreless 

draw against Toronto FC. 
It was his league-high fifth yel¬ 
low card through six games. 


Beckham must sit out Sun¬ 
day’s Major League Soccer 
match against the Chicago 
Fire. Galaxy forward Jun- 
inho will also miss the game 
after earning a pair of yel¬ 
low cards on Wednesday. 
Beckham is playing in the 
fifth and final year of his 
original contract, but recently 
said he’d be open to returning 
to MLS after this season.□ 




mm ^ v 

we W' ?s 

PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAHOOS.COM 


STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 

Dinner from 5:30 -10:00 

Monday - Saturday 



FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 


We are located close to the High-rise hotel's 
at walking distance. 

Call us for Catering Service and 
Private Party’s etc. 

RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


Si 


TEL: 586-7333 





Sports Commentary: 

Don’t expect heat in NBA finals; bulls will get in way 


By Greg Stoda 
© 2011 Cox Newspapers 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. - 
The Heat won’t win the title. 
It’s probably best to get that 
bit of business out of the way 
when it comes to predict¬ 
ing what might happen in 
the playoffs, because, well, 
Dwyane Wade and LeBron 
James and Chris Bosh all but 
carved out space for champi¬ 
onship hardware in the fran¬ 
chise trophy case from the 
moment they formed their 
summertime alliance. 

They sashayed onto the scene 
and threw that big American 
Airlines Arena party for them¬ 
selves pretending to be kings 
staking out a kingdom, and ... 
Oops. 

The Heat didn’t even fin¬ 
ish first in its conference 
— Chicago did — and barely 
squeezed into the second spot 
from which it will meet sev¬ 
enth-seeded Philadelphia in 
the first round. 

That best-of-seven series 
looks like a five-gamer (but 
perhaps a more serious en¬ 
deavor for the Heatles than 
most people figure) ahead of 
a second-round date with No. 
3 Boston or No. 6 New York. 
The Heat might prefer to face 
the recently reeling Celtics 
rather than the lower-ranked 
Knicks, who by that time 
would be playing with house 
money stolen from Boston. 
Chicago probably will come 
out of the other half of the 
East bracket after eliminat¬ 
ing eighth-seeded Indiana and 
fourth-seeded Orlando, in that 
order, which would set up a 
Heat-Bulls series for a spot in 
the NBA Finals. 

More on that later. 

Here’s my list of the Western 
Conference’s most dangerous 
teams without regard to where 
they finish in the standings: 
L.A. Lakers.; 2. Oklahoma 
City.; 3. San Antonio. 

The Lakers get my vote de¬ 
spite various miseries, be¬ 
cause they’re the two-time 
reigning champions and Kobe 
Bryant wears their clothes. 
The first part means less than 
the second part, but it’s al¬ 
ways my opinion that a title 
defender with the previous 
season’s core intact and fea¬ 
turing the game’s best player 



Greg Stoda 


is due a certain respect. 

It’s why, in fact, the Lakers 
are my pick to triple-up. 
They’ll do so by beating 
Chicago, which will have 
eliminated the Heat in a sev¬ 
en-game conflagration. 

But let’s take Miami’s sched¬ 
uled and predicted series in 
order. 

— What makes Philadelphia 
potentially dangerous is its 
defense — Andre Iguodala’s 
on James, in particular — and 
Doug Collins, who did a mas¬ 
terful job as a head coach in 
transforming the Sixers from 
lost souls into playoff quali¬ 
fiers. Collins is an excellent 
teacher, and nothing Miami 
does will fool his team. 

— The hunch is that the 
Knicks will beat the Celtics 
and then pose a significant 


second-round problem for 
the Heat. Not long after add¬ 
ing Carmelo Anthony and 
Chauncey Billups to Amar’e 
Stoudemire as three-pronged 
centerpiece, New York beat 
the Heat in Miami in late 
February. Both teams are bet¬ 
ter now than they were then. 
Heat in six. 

If it’s Boston? The Celtics 
own a 3-1 edge on the Heat in 
the regular season but looked 
every bit their advanced age 
in Sunday’s rout by Miami. 
Heat in five. 

— Chicago swept the Heat in 
the three regular-season meet¬ 
ings, and Bulls point guard 
Derrick Rose, who ought to 
win the MVP award this sea¬ 
son, scored 87 points in those 
wins. Chicago also is strong 
inside — with physical Carlos 
Boozer and athletic Joakim 
Noah — where the Heat is 
weakest. Bulls in the afore¬ 
mentioned seven. 

What would such a result 
mean for the Heat? 

It would mean team archi¬ 
tect Pat Riley, having failed 
to assemble the complemen¬ 
tary parts to the Wade-James- 
Bosh triangle necessary to 
win a championship, would 
concentrate on finding up¬ 
grades at point guard and/or 
center even if it meant trading 
Udonis Haslem. 

It would mean coach Erik 
Spoelstra’s job would be on 
the line next season. 

It might even mean the Heat 
would be less full of itself in 
2011-12, but probably not.Q 


Italian cycling federation 
calls for 4-year bans 

MILAN (AP) — The Italian cycling federation is calling 
for doping bans to be extended from two to four years and 
wants team directors and other squad members banned in¬ 
definitely for first offenses. 

The federation is also calling for lifetime bans for riders’ 
second offenses. 

The proposals were unveiled at an emergency meeting 
Thursday and are due to be approved at the federation’s 
council meeting May 4, three days before the Giro d’ltalia 
starts. 

The announcements come two days after Italian Olympic 
Committee president Giovanni Petrucci said doping has 
become so rampant that the federation needs to take drastic 
action and to tell teams and riders “to stop because nobody 
believes you anymore.’Q 






























Rafael Nadal 


Continued from Front Page 


Nadal has lost his last three 
finals — once to Federer and 
twice against second-ranked 
Novak Djokovic — and is 
without a title since winning 
the Japan Open last October. 
He felt he was far more ag¬ 
gressive than he was against 
Finland’s Jarkko Nieminen on 
Wednesday. 

“I feel when I’m playing well 
with the forehand, is very im¬ 
portant shot for me. So I can 
have the control of the point 
most of the time,” said Nadal, 
who broke Gasquet’s serve 
twice in each set. “When I am 
playing well with the fore¬ 


hand, everything is a little bit 
less difficult.” 

Nadal had a brief wobble 
when the 13th-seededGasquet 
picked up his form late in the 
second set, breaking the five¬ 
time French Open champion’s 
serve with a superb crosscourt 
winner from the back of the 
court to level at 4-4. 

But Gasquet, who lost in the 
Monte Carlo semifinals to 
Nadal in 2005, hurried his 
shots in the next game, going 
for spectacular forehand win¬ 
ners, and Nadal broke back. 
Federer once again looked 
sharp, just as he did when 
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HFI’s rookie pitch 
frees $1.20 by 2016 


he beat Germany’s Philipp 
Kohlschreiber in just 50 min¬ 
utes in the second round. Fe¬ 
derer won 79 percent of first- 
serve points and 75 percent on 
second, breaking Cilic once 
in each set. “I’m mixing it up 
well, using kick serves, slider, 
hitting it hard enough, mak¬ 
ing sure that I don’t have to 
maybe go through that many 
second serves,” the 29-year- 
old Federer said. 

Third-seeded Andy Murray 
and fourth-seeded David Fer¬ 
rer enjoyed comfortable wins 
on Thursday. Murray saw off 
a hobbling Gilles Simon 6-3, 
6-3. Frenchman Simon turned 
his right ankle jumping up 
to play a forehand from the 
baseline at the end of the first 
set and completed the match 
with heavy strapping on the 
affected area. 

Murray was jeered by fans 
throughout the second set for 
playing several drop shots 
that Simon could not return. 
“Well, you just got to deal 
with it. I wasn’t doing any¬ 
thing wrong,” Murray said. 

“I know every single player 
on the tour would have done 
exactly the same thing.” 

Simon agreed with Murray, 
adding that “even without my 
injury he would have won the 
first set.” Simon is optimistic 
his sore ankle will heal within 
a few days. 

Murray will next face Portu¬ 
guese qualifier Frederico Gil, 
who upset the eighth-seeded 
Gael Monfils of France 7-6 
(6), 6-2.□ 



DeMaurice Smith, executive 
director of the NFL Players As¬ 
sociation, arrives at the federal 
courthouse Thursday, April 14, 
2011 in Minneapolis. The NFL 
and its locked-out players have 
resumed mediation. This is the 
first meeting between the two 
sides since March 11, when the 
old collective bargaining agree¬ 
ment expired, the union dis¬ 
solved and the lockout began. 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK - The NFL 
wants to cut almost 60 percent 
of guaranteed pay for first- 
round draft picks, lock them 
in for five years and divert the 
savings to veterans’ salaries 
and benefits. 

NFL’s reported rookie pay 
proposal 

• All first-round contracts 
fixed at five years. 

• More than $300 million per 
year shifted from rookie con¬ 
tracts to veterans’ salary, ben¬ 
efits. 


• No rookie wage scale; indi¬ 
vidual contract talks allowed. 

• Contracts for rookies picked 
in Rounds 2-7 fixed at four 
years. Those players’ con¬ 
tracts not affected by propos¬ 
al. 

• The maximum allowable 
salary would be reduced if 
a rookie isn’t signed when 
training camp begins. The 
NFL also suggested eliminat¬ 
ing holdouts for all veterans 
by prohibiting renegotiations 
of contracts if a player holds 
out in the preseason. 

More than $525 million went 
to first-rounders in guaranteed 
payments in 2010. The league 
wants to decrease that figure 
by $300 million, according to 
documents obtained by The 
Associated Press. 

The league’s offer would free 
a total of more than $1.2 bil¬ 
lion over four years through 
2015 -- $37.5 million per team 
overall — and slow the growth 
rate of guaranteed payments 
to first-rounders, which the 
documents show increased by 
233 percent from 2000-10. 
The last five No. 1 overall 
picks received $180,844 mil¬ 
lion in guaranteed money be¬ 
fore playing their first NFL 
game, according to figures 
obtained by ESPN.com’s Pat 
Yasinskas through league 
sources. Last year’s top pick 
— Sam Bradford — received 
$50 million guaranteed. Q 
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In breast cancer survivors 

Nervous system imbalancemay cause fatigue 



Duke Cancer Institute’s Center for Cancer Survivorship in 
Durham, N.C. 


By Maureen Salamon 
Associated Press 
The persistent fatigue and 
exhaustion plaguing some 
breast cancer survivors after 
successful treatment stems 
from a tug of war between the 
“fight-or-flight” and “resting” 
parts of the autonomic ner¬ 
vous system, with the former 
working overtime and the oth¬ 
er unable to rein it in, a new 
study suggests. 

Researchers from Ohio State 
University split 109 women 
who had completed breast 
cancer treatment up to two 
years earlier into two groups 
those who did and didn’t re¬ 
port long-term fatigue and 
tested their blood for a base¬ 
line level of norepinephrine, 
a stress hormone. Participants 
were then asked to give a five- 
minute speech and do a series 
of verbal math problems, both 
tasks aimed at increasing their 
stress levels. 

As expected, further blood 
tests showed that levels of 
norepinephrine associated 
with the “fight-or-flight” sym¬ 
pathetic nervous system rose 
in both groups after the stress¬ 
ful experience, researchers 
said. However, breast cancer 
survivors who experienced 
persistent fatigue had higher 
levels than those who weren’t 
chronically tired. 

The study, released online in 
advance of publication in an 
upcoming print issue of the 
journal Psychoneuroendocri¬ 
nology, was partially funded 
by the U.S. National Institutes 
of Health and the American 
Cancer Society. 

The findings are the most 
recent from a 30-year-long 
study about the effects of 
stress on the human body. The 
researchers used earlier data 
from a larger ongoing study 
looking at whether yoga can 
ward off continuing fatigue in 


breast cancer patients. 

“We’re not sure if the fatigue 
is stress-induced. 

But certainly cancer is an ex¬ 
tremely stressful life event,” 
said study author Christopher 
Fagundes, a postdoctoral fel¬ 
low at Ohio State Univer¬ 
sity’s Institute of Behavioral 
Medicine Research. “So those 
stressors might be contribut¬ 
ing to those autonomic system 
changes.” 

The autonomic nervous sys¬ 
tem is comprised of two main 
parts: The sympathetic system 
is responsible for the short¬ 
term energized activity known 
as the fight-or-flight response, 
while the parasympathetic 


system conserves energy in a 
resting phase. 

Fagundes and his colleagues 
found that breast cancer sur¬ 
vivors experiencing chronic 
exhaustion which occurs in 
one-third of patients had an 
imbalance between the two 
systems, with higher activ¬ 
ity in the sympathetic system, 
which prior research suggests 
is a signal for systemic in¬ 
flammation. 

This finding was pivotal, since 
the researchers were search¬ 
ing for reliable biomarkers for 
cancer-related fatigue. Earlier 
research indicated that body¬ 
wide systemic inflammation 
may be such a signal.Q 


With safety devices in place, 



Safety Devices at home for 
children. 


WASHINGTON - Home 
safety devices greatly reduce 
the number of injuries 
sustained by small children, 
according to a new study. 
Researchers at Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center looked at two groups 
of families with newborns. 
One set of families had 
properly installed and 
maintained safety devices 
in their homes, including 
stairway gates, cabinet locks, 
electrical outlet covers, 
smoke alarms, carbon 
monoxide detectors, safe 
storage for knives and other 


FDA finds more blood 
cancer with TNF drugs 


WASHINGTON - U.S. health 
regulators have received more 
reports of rare blood cancer 
in young patients taking a 
class of anti-inflammatory 
drugs used to treat digestive 
disorders. The drugs, called 
tumor necrosis factor (TNF) 
blockers, are used to treat 
Crohn’s disease and ulcerative 
colitis that cause inflammation 
of the digestive system. They 
include such widely used 
products as Merck & Co Inc’s 
and Johnson & Johnson’s 
Remicade and Simponi, 
Amgen Inc’s Enbrel, Abbott 
Laboratories Inc’s Humira 
and UCB SA’s Cimzia. 

The Food and Drug 
Administration has previously 
warned of an increased risk of 
lymphomas and other cancers 
associated with the use of 
TNF blockers in children 
and adolescents. In its 
communication on Thursday, 
the FDA said the blood cancer, 
known as Hepatosplenic 
T-Cell Lymphoma or HSTCL, 
was reported primarily 
in adolescents and young 



J 


Anti-inflammatory drugs. 

adults who were taking TNF 
blockers, as well as other 
drugs such as azathioprine 
that also suppress the immune 
system and mercaptopurine, a 
leukemia drug. 

The product labels for 
Remicade and Humira have 
been updated and the product 
labels for azathioprine and 
mercaptopurine were being 
updated to include warnings 
about HSTCL, the FDA said 
on its website. 

The majority of the cases 
reported were in patients 
being treated for Crohn’s 
disease or ulcerative colitis, 
the FDA said, but the reports 
also included a patient being 
treated for psoriasis and two 
patients being treated for 
rheumatoid arthritis. □ 


kids’ injuries decline: study 


sharp items, and hot water 
heaters set below 120 degrees 
F. After two years of follow¬ 
up, children in the homes 
with the safety devices had 70 
percent fewer home-related 
injuries that required medical 
attention than did the children 
in the other group. A report 
on the findings was published 
in the April issue of Archives 
of Pediatrics and Adolescent 
Medicine. 

“The home environment is 
the most common location of 
injury for younger children,” 
the study’s lead investigator, 
Dr. Kieran J. Phelan, said in a 


medical center news release. 
“However, parents may not 
have the time, training or 
resources to obtain and install 
the best safety products. 
Considering the millions 
of trips to the emergency 
room and doctors’ office 
visits each year for injuries 
in children, our data show 
that a tremendous amount 
of pain and suffering could 
be avoided and millions of 
dollars in health-care costs 
saved if a standard set of 
home safety measures were 
implemented on a broad 
scale.” □ 







































The upcoming BlackBerry PlayBook is shown. 


BlackBerry PlayBook 
strong and well-pricod 


By RACHEL METZ 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO - You need three things to compete with 
Apple’s iPad tablet computer: A gorgeous, easy-to-use device 
that people will love, a bustling app store and an attractive price 
tag. 

Nobody has been able to match the iPad thus far. But the Play¬ 
Book, the first effort from BlackBerry smartphone maker Re¬ 
search In Motion, has emerged as one of the strongest contend¬ 
ers. 

On the surface, the PlayBook looks similar to other iPad com¬ 
petitors: Its slick touch screen measures 7 inches diagonally, 
smaller than the iPad’s but comparable with those of others. It 
has front and rear cameras for snapping photos and video con¬ 
ferencing and a black rubberized plastic back and sides. 

What’s different is the software powering the PlayBook. Most 
non-iPad tablets use Google’s Android software; RIM devel¬ 
oped its own a smart decision, yielding a device that is a plea¬ 
sure to navigate and filled with cool features. Although RIM’s 
software was built from scratch, it has hints of the BlackBerry 
phone’s interface. 

When it goes on sale on Tuesday, the cheapest version will cost 
$499 the same as the cheapest iPad. It comes with Wi-Fi capa¬ 
bilities and 16 gigabytes of memory.Q 
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Ahead of launch 

BIM’s PlayBook gets tough reviews 



A man uses a Blackberry mobile phone to take a picture of leaders 
of the BRICS during a joint news conference in Sanya, Hainan 
province. 


By Alastair Sharp 
Associated Press 

TORONTO - The PlayBook 
tablet computer, Research 
In Motion’s pocket-sized 
challenger to the iPad, feels 
rushed into service and limit¬ 
ed by its reliance on a Black¬ 
Berry smartphone, according 
to early reviews before it hits 
North American shelves on 
Tuesday. 

The pessimism of the reviews 
seemed to hit RIM shares, 
which were trading down 3.7 
percent on Thursday after¬ 
noon, at $52.79 on the Nasdaq 
and C$50.81 on the Toronto 
Stock Exchange. 

The 7-inch WiFi-only device 
is priced identically to Ap¬ 
ple’s 10-inch market leader 
and faces tough me-too com¬ 
petition from a slew of devic¬ 
es running Google’s Android 
software. 

It is a first step in a major 
product overhaul intended to 
reinvigorate RIM fortunes. 
But the lukewarm initial re¬ 
ception, coupled with an an¬ 
gry outburst from co-Chief 
Executive Mike Lazaridis, 
threaten to overshadow the 
coming-out party. 

Most reviewers have been 
impressed by the PlayBook’s 
much-vaunted capability to 
handle Flash websites and by 


its ability to show one high- 
definition image a movie, for 
instance on a connected TV, 
while doing something else on 
its own screen. Those are two 
things the iPad cannot do. 

But more attention, however, 
was focused on what the Play¬ 
Book can’t do. 

The PlayBook will rely on a 
BlackBerry smartphone to ac¬ 
cess a cellular network or tap 
into RIM’s popular BlackBer¬ 
ry Messenger chat platform. If 
you don’t have a BlackBerry, 
it can grab a mobile connec¬ 
tion via any smartphone or use 
the Web. 

“RIM has just shipped a Black¬ 
Berry product that cannot do 
email. It must be skating sea¬ 


son in hell,” wrote the New 
York Times’ David Pogue. 

On the other hand, the Play¬ 
Book’s secure Bluetooth link 
does magnify a user’s existing 
BlackBerry applications, ne¬ 
gating corporate worries about 
leaking confidential informa¬ 
tion. 

It was a question on the Black- 
Berry’s vaunted security, and 
Indian government demands 
for access to the information 
that the BlackBerry protects, 
that co-founder and co-chief 
executive Lazaridis took um¬ 
brage with during a BBC in¬ 
terview this week. “That’s not 
fair, this is a national security 
issue,” he said before ordering 
the camera off.Q 


IGDA warns game devsoff Amazon Appstore 



By Phil Hornshaw 
Associated Press 

The terms of the new Amazon 
Appstore have given pause to 
a few developers, but now the 
International Game Develop¬ 
ers Association is telling An¬ 
droid game devs to be careful 
about signing up with Amazon 
(AMZN) to sell their games. 
The IGDA posted the open 
letter, titled “Important Ad¬ 
visory About Amazon App¬ 
Store’s Distribution Terms,” 
on its website. In the letter, 
the IGDA warns that Amazon 
has inserted language into the 
terms that could be harmful 
to game developers, allowing 
Amazon to reap the benefits 
of app sales while leaving the 
people who actually made 
those apps out in the cold. 
Here’s a quote from the letter 


that distills the major point: 

“In brief: Amazon reserves 
the right to control the price 
of your games, as well as the 
right to pay you “the greater of 
70% of the purchase price or 
20% of the List Price.” While 
many other retailers, both 
physical and digital, also exert 
control over the price of prod¬ 
ucts in their markets, we are 
not aware of any other retailer 
having a formal policy of pay¬ 
ing a supplier just 20% of the 
supplier’s minimum list price 
without the supplier’s permis¬ 
sion.” (Author’s emphasis.) 
Apart from Amazon setting a 
price for developers’ games 
and being free to ignore prices 
set by developers (the “list 
price”), the Appstore terms 
also require that developers 
not raise their app list prices 


above what that app goes for 
in other markets. 

In other words, developers 
can’t raise their list prices to 
counteract any discounts Am¬ 
azon wants to offer on their 
apps, and if an app gets dis¬ 
counted in Google’s (GOOG) 
Android Market or the iTunes 
App Store, say, the price of 
that app must be permanently 
lowered in the Amazon Ap¬ 
pstore also. Like Apple’s App 
Store subscription policy, Am¬ 
azon is dictating that the low¬ 
est prices always be found in 
its store. 

The IGDA goes on to outline a 
few scenarios in which Ama¬ 
zon can stick it to develop¬ 
ers. Huge discounts on tons of 
apps, like the top 100 games, 
was one example — in which 
Amazon could hack the price 


of apps by a huge margin and 
pay the developers of those 
apps only a few pennies for 
their product, while Amazon 
makes up the difference in 
volume and with exposure for 
its store. 

Other examples point out that 
Amazon’s terms leave de¬ 
velopers the choice between 
abandoning the Appstore or 


never offering discounts in 
other markets; slicing an app’s 
price to free when it has a niche 
market, and causing a huge 
chunk of that market’s play¬ 
ers to grab the game without 
paying for it; or cut the price 
of a hit game when it’s selling 
well in other markets to draw 
customers to Amazon, causing 
a big loss for the developer.□ 
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Glencore seeks up to $12.1 billion in IPO 



* 


The company’s logo is seen in front of the headquarters of Swiss 
commodities trader Glencore in Baar near Zurich. 


By Elzio Barreto 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG/LONDON 

Top commodity trader Glen¬ 
core aims to raise up to $12.1 
billion with a dual listing that 
will boost firepower for deals 
at the height of a resources 
boom and make paper for¬ 
tunes for its publicity-shy 
partners. 

The long-awaited details of 
the offer, set to be the largest 
ever in London, were outlined 
in an intention-to-float docu¬ 
ment that confirmed an earlier 
story. It did not include the ap¬ 
pointment of a non-executive 
chairman. Eight hours later, 
however, Glencore announced 
it had picked Hong Kong 
businessman Simon Murray, 


71, a polar explorer, former 
Vodafone board member and 
old Asia hand, for the role. 
Some potential investors were 
unimpressed by the wait for 
the chairman’s name. 

“Good succession planning 
is a hallmark of good gover¬ 
nance,” a spokesman at top 
fund Standard Life Invest¬ 
ments said. “Too often the 
boards of companies seeking 
to achieve an IPO cobble their 
boards together at the eleventh 
hour. The shares ultimately 
get the governance discount 
they deserve.” 

Another prospective inves¬ 
tor, a top 20 shareholder in 
long-term Glencore bid tar¬ 
get Xstrata, said: “They really 
should have had sorted this 


out before the announcement. 
We’ve seen this coming since 
2008, so there’s no excuse.” 

A strong chairman will be 
critical for Glencore in its bid 
to reassure would-be inves¬ 
tors to back a company still 
steered by an executive team 
used to running a tight-knit 
partnership, with little outside 
influence. 

Murray, who told AP earlier 
this week that he was be¬ 
ing considered for the role, 
was managing director of 
Hong Kong billionaire Li Ka- 
Shing’s Hutchison Whampoa 
and serves on boards includ¬ 
ing Richemont and Essar En¬ 
ergy. 

“My first priority is to have a 
really good understanding of 
where CEO Ivan Glasenberg 
wants to take the business,” 
Murray told AP from a ho¬ 
tel in Tokyo, loud jazz music 
playing in the background. 
Five non-executive director 
positions were announced 
with Thursday’s statement, 
but at least one of the direc¬ 
tors, Peter Coates, has previ¬ 
ous direct links with the group. 
He was chairman until earlier 
this week of Minara Resourc¬ 
es, a nickel producer majority 
owned by Glencore.Q 



Bank shares fall after critical reports on mortgage crisis 



Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) addresses reporters at the 
Capitol after meeting with President Barack Obama at the White House in 
Washington. 

(New York Times) 


CHRISTINE HAUSER 
© 2011 New York Times 

Financial shares tumbled on 
Thursday after government re¬ 
ports criticized banks involved 
in the mortgage crisis, but 
stocks in the broader market 
were little changed. 

A Senate report released late 
Wednesday criticized rating 
agencies and banks, like Gold¬ 
man Sachs, for their practices 
during the financial crisis, while 
federal regulators also released 
a report saying that banks did a 
poor job of handling the flood 
of foreclosures. The regulators 
said they would impose penal¬ 
ties, without giving the timing 
or amount. 

In response, the banking sec¬ 
tor was down almost 1 percent 
Thursday. Among the decliners were some 
of the 14 mortgage servicers that had signed 
consent agreements promising to overhaul 
their foreclosure practices. 

“The uncertainty over this whole mortgage 
mess is contributing” to the decline in the fi¬ 
nancial sector, said Anthony G. Valeri, a se¬ 


nior vice president and market strategist for 
LPL Financial. "I think the market is wait¬ 
ing to see what the fines will be. 

“But it is a short-term concern for the market 
until we ultimately find out what the exact 
dollar amount is,” he said. JPMorgan Chase, 
one of the banks signing a consent agree¬ 
ment, said it would add as many as 3,000 em¬ 


ployees to meet the new regula¬ 
tory demands. Its shares were 
down 2.8 percent at $44.97. 
Among other major banks, Citi¬ 
group fell 1.6 percent to $4.43; 
Bank of America was down 1.1 
percent to $13.13; Wells Fargo 
declined 1.7 percent to $30.15; 
and Goldman Sachs lost 2.7 
percent to $155.79. 

Major indexes closed the day 
mixed. The Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average rose 14.16 points, 
or 0.12 percent, to 12,285.15, 
while the Standard & Poor’s 
500-stock index added less than 
a point to close at 1,314.52. 
The Nasdaq composite slipped 
1.3 points, or 0.05 percent, to 
2.760.22. 

While the banking sector’s re¬ 
sponsibility for the mortgage 
crisis drew most of the attention, analysts 
said other factors also weighed on the sector. 
Nomura analysts said in a research note that 
a downward revision to gross domestic prod¬ 
uct, negative revenue and loan growth and 
an unpredictable regulatory backdrop have 
discouraged investors.□ 


In Egypt 

Mubarak’s detention spurs stock market 



Former Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak was abruptly hospi¬ 
talized Tuesday for heart problems during an investigation over 
allegations of corruption and the violence against protesters, re¬ 
ported state TV. 


By TAREK EL-TABLAWY 
Associated Press 

CAIRO - Egypt’s bench¬ 
mark stock index rallied al¬ 
most 2 percent on Wednes¬ 
day, buoyed by hopes that the 
detention of President Hosni 
Mubarak and his two sons 
may ease some of the protests 
that have battered the coun¬ 
try’s economy and stunted in¬ 
vestor confidence. 

The Egyptian Exchange’s 
EGX30 index closed up 1.9 
percent, rebounding from the 
1.4 percent decline recorded 
in the previous day’s session. 
“People are anticipating that 
there will be less protests and 
more stability,” said Mostafa 
Abdel-Aziz, a senior broker 
with Mideast investment bank 
Beltone Financial’s trading 
arm. “The hope is that this 
news will satisfy more of the 
protesters.” 

Mubarak’s detention for 15 
days, pending inquiries into 
accusations of corruption, 
abuse of authority and the 
killings of protesters during 
the uprising that ousted him 
from power was announced 
early Wednesday by the coun¬ 
try’s prosecutor general. 


Another announcement said 
that his two sons, Alaa and 
Gamal, were also detained 
pending investigations and 
were transferred Wednesday 
to Cairo’s notorious Torah 
prison. Gamal was a key fig¬ 
ure in the National Democrat¬ 
ic Party that governed under 
Mubarak. 

“The reaction was positive,” 
said Abdel-Aziz, referring to 
the market’s view of the news. 
He said that turnover was “rel¬ 
atively higher” than last week. 
Many have grown increas¬ 
ingly frustrated by the pace 


of investigations into former 
regime officials and their as¬ 
sociates, claiming that the 
country’s new military rulers 
were shying away from pursu¬ 
ing their former boss and were 
instead trying to offer up other 
ministers as sacrificial lambs 
and placebos before an irate 
nation of 80 million. 

The protests, coupled with the 
general sense of unease in the 
country, a security vacuum 
amid the absence of the police 
on the streets and continued 
political and labor unrest have 
hammered the economy. Q 


Supervalu income 
slips on softer sales 

By SARAH SKIDMORE 
Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. - Supervalu Inc. said Thursday that its 
fourth-quarter net income fell 2 percent, but it beat expectations, 
which investors took as a sign that the grocer’s turnaround ef¬ 
forts may be paying off. 

The company, which operates the Albertsons, Jewel-Osco and 
Save-A-Lot chains, also forecast 2012 earnings in line with 
Wall Street’s expectations. 

Shares of the long-struggling company soared on the news. 
“While there are no quick fixes, progress on our transformation 
plan is progressing well,” CEO Craig Herkert said. 

Supervalu was an industry laggard for some time. It launched a 
turnaround plan more than a year ago bringing in new manage¬ 
ment, cutting costs, lowering debt and closing stores. But it saw 
little impact until now. 

The company said it earned $95 million, or 44 cents per share, 
for the fourth quarter, down from $97 million, or 46 cents per 
share, a year earlier. 

The results included one-time charges of 31 cents per share 
tied to store closings, employee-related costs and the declining 
value of Supervalu’s assets. Selling its supply chain manage¬ 
ment business, Total Logistic Control, more than offset those 
charges.Analysts surveyed by FactSet expected the company to 
report adjusted earnings of 33 cents per share. 



Grocery carts sit outside the Save-a-Lot grocery store in North- 
field, Ohio. Grocer Supervalu Inc.’s fiscal fourth-quarter net in¬ 
come dipped 2 percent partly weighed down by softer sales and 
store closings. 

Supervalu leaders said cutting costs and better managing pro¬ 
motions significantly improved the company’s profit margins 
during the period. Its primary challenge now is to improve its 
soft sales. 

Supervalu’s revenue fell 6 percent to $8.66 billion, missing Wall 
Street’s estimate of $8.73 billion. And revenue at stores open at 
least a year dropped 5 percent. This figure is a key gauge of a 
retailer’s health because it excludes revenue from stores that 
opened or closed during the year. 

Herkert called the sales figures disappointing and said address¬ 
ing this erosion is his highest priority.□ 


Cash-strapped Saab 
files request to 
alter financing 


STOCKHOLM - Sweden’s National Debt Office on Thursday re¬ 
ceived an application from Saab on changes to its financing aimed 
to save the cash-strapped carmaker, its Dutch owner Spyker and the 
office said. 

The National Debt Office (NDO) has a say in Saab’s financing be¬ 
cause it guaranteed a European Investment Bank loan to Saab but a 
final decision must be made by the Swedish government itself. 

“This morning we received a final proposal from Saab dealing with 
solutions for their financial problems. We have expedited it and by 
close of business today we will send a letter to the government with a 
recommendation,” NDO official Daniel Barr told AR The application 
to the NDO was “about the release of its security with respect to Saab 
property,” Saab spokesman Eric Geers said. The office “is not against 
the principle of releasing this security,” Spyker said. 

Spyker said earlier this week it was “in discussion with a financial 
institution on the sale and lease back of Saab Automobile’s real estate 
property,” adding a decision was subject to the approval of the NDO. 
The Dutch company rescued iconic Swedish brand Saab at the last 
minute in January 2010 by buying it from US auto giant General 
Motors. □ 



A view of phases 3 and 4 of the South Pars gas field in the southern 
Iranian port of Assaluyeh. 


TEHRAN - Iran will not review cooking gas prices despite 
dismay among consumers who have seen their bills multiplied 
as much as seven fold after the government scrapped subsidies, 
a newspaper reported Thursday. 

“The tiered system of calculating the gas price of households 
will not be changed,” Deputy Oil Minister Javad Oji, who is in 
charge the state gas company, was quoted as saying by Donya-e 
Eqtesad daily. 

Based on a tiered calculation system, the price can increase 
even further if consumers do not meet the “standard of con¬ 
sumption,” a measure introduced by the government seeking to 
decrease energy consumption. 

Under the controversial plan to end state subsidies implemented 
by President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in December 2010, the 


In Iran 

Gas price hike despite 
consumer ‘dismay* 

price of gas per cubic metre was multiplied by more than five 
times to 700 rials. 

The government is now directly paying, in cash, 40 dollars a 
month to each Iranian to compensate for the hike in various 
energy products and bread. Oji acknowledged that some 30 per¬ 
cent of consumers, particularly in Tehran, have refused to pay 
their winter bills, the paper reported. Lawmakers have unsuc¬ 
cessfully asked the government to review the gas hikes. 

The national gas company argues that there is no basis for a 
change in prices since more than 80 percent of consumers are 
paying less than 35 dollars a month. 

The government has suggested that the “heavy users” could 
spread payment of their bill. It also advised consumers living 
in residential complexes to install one gas metre for each flat. 
Most of the buildings share one gas metre for all households, 
triggering a massive bill calculated by the tiered system in a 
country which holds 16 percent of global gas reserves and is the 
world’s fourth-largest producer. 

The government is hoping to save billions of dollars with im¬ 
plementation of an economic overhaul and subsidy cuts, and a 
major objective is to decrease energy consumption. 

According to official figures reported by the media, 74 million 
Iranians use as much gas as the entire household population of 
the European Union.Q 
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Europeans lead the pack in 
race for Cannes’ top honor 



The president of the Cannes Film Festival Gilles Jacob presents 
the films competing in the next 2011 Cannes Film Festival. 


By Robert MacPherson 
Associated Press 
PARIS - European directors 
are many, Asians are few and 
South Americans non-existent 
on the list of 19 films in the 
running for the coveted Palme 
d’Or at this year’s Cannes 
film festival, announced on 
Thursday. 

Spain’s Pedro Almodovar, 
Denmark’s Lars Von Trier and 
Belgium’s Dardenne broth¬ 
ers are among those whose 
latest projects will be in the 
limelight when the world’s 
premier film festival opens on 
May 11 on the French Riviera. 
No fewer than 1,715 films 
some for the first time submit¬ 
ted via the Internet were con¬ 
sidered for the 64th edition 
of the event, festival director 
Thierry Fremaux told a press 
conference in Paris. 

Nineteen more films made 
the grade for the parallel Un 
Certain Regard section of the 
festival, which is unspooling 
Woody Allen’s latest com¬ 
edy “Midnight in Paris” as its 
opening night crowd-pleaser. 
“We have a special thought 
for Japan this year, but also 
for Tunisia and Egypt,” fes¬ 
tival president Gilles Jacob 
said, adding without elabora¬ 
tion that Egypt would be hon¬ 
oured as a “special guest” at 
this year’s festival. 

Fourteen of the films in com¬ 
petition come from European 
directors, allowing for Tur¬ 
key’s Nuri Bilge Ceylan to be 
counted as European. 

This year’s pick of the cin¬ 
ematic crop represents both 
established filmmakers and 
young directors showing at 
Cannes for the first time, 
Fremaux told reporters. 

All of the films being shown, 
in and out of competition, rep¬ 


resent “geographical, genera¬ 
tional and stylistic diversity,” 
he added, although there was 
surprise at the dearth of Latin 
American films. 

Outside competition, and like¬ 
ly to stir controversy, will be 
“The Conquest” by director 
Xavier Durringer, the first film 
ever to be shown at Cannes 
about a serving French presi¬ 
dent. 

Despite reports in the French 
news media, Fremaux said, 
there was “no pressure to 
show or not to show” the re¬ 
telling of the rise to power of 
Nicolas Sarkozy, who is gun¬ 
ning for re-election next year. 
Perhaps the best-known Span¬ 
ish director of his generation, 
Almodovar who has won best 
director at Cannes but never 
the top honour will present 
“La Piel Que Habito” (The 
Skin I Live In) with Antonio 
Banderas starring. 

Based on the French crime 
novel “Mygale” by Thierry 
Jonquet, the tale of revenge 
centres on a plastic surgeon 
who tracks down the man who 
raped his daughter and the 
complex relationship that en¬ 
sues. “I am very pleased with 
the results of ‘The Skin I Live 
In’ and I’m highly curious to 
see the reaction to it at the 
festival,” the Oscar-winning 
director said through his film 
production company El Deseo 
in Madrid. 

“Besides, Cannes is always a 
stimulus to go on a diet,” he 
added. 

Von Trier, a Palme d’Or win¬ 
ner in 2000 with “Dancer in 
the Dark,” returns with “Mel¬ 
ancholia,” billed as “a beau¬ 
tiful movie about the end of 
the world,” starring Kirsten 
Dunst, Charlotte Gainsbourg 
and Kiefer Sutherland. □ 


Prince William 


Britain’s Sea King oi the skies 


By DAVID STRINGER 
Associated Press 
ANGLESEY, Wales - Dense 
fog curled around the snow¬ 
capped Welsh mountains and 
fierce winds rattled the cock¬ 
pit of the military rescue he¬ 
licopter. 

At the controls, plotting a dar¬ 
ing path to a stranded heart 
attack victim was a newly en¬ 
gaged air force co-pilot. 
Prince William or Flight Lt. 
Wales, as he is known to his 
Royal Air Force colleagues 
guided his Sea King aircraft 
through the gloom, swoop¬ 
ing low so hiker Greg Wat¬ 
kins could be winched from 
the hillside and raced to a 
hospital. The mission last 
November two days after the 
prince and Kate Middleton 
announced plans to marry is 
typical of the often-risky res¬ 
cues performed by the king- 
to-be in his unlikely day job: 
patrolling Britain’s coast with 
a military search squadron. 
“The weather was particularly 



Britain’s Prince William ges¬ 
tures as he walks across the 
airfield at RAF C ran well, Lin¬ 
colnshire, England. 

severe on that particular day, 
with the visibility reduced 
down to the ground. The crew 
was looking to Flight Lt. 
Wales to William to navigate 
us up the side of the moun¬ 
tain,” said Sgt. Keith Best, a 
paramedic and winchman on 
William’s team. 

“Time really was critical, and 
he did his job impeccably 
well,” said Best. “The guy is 
still alive because of the ef¬ 


forts of Flight Lt. Wales.” 
Britain’s monarchy has an 
enduring connection to the 
armed forces William is part 
of the fourth successive gen¬ 
eration to have served as a pi¬ 
lot. His grandmother, Queen 
Elizabeth II, is the military’s 
ceremonial chief and joined 
the Women’s Auxiliary Ter¬ 
ritorial Service during World 
War II, reaching the rank of 
junior commander and train¬ 
ing as a driver. 

Yet the reality of modern con¬ 
flicts complete with battle¬ 
field kidnappings document¬ 
ed in grisly Internet videos 
means that William’s ambi¬ 
tions of serving on the front¬ 
line will almost certainly be 
unfulfilled. 

The 2 8-year-old has repeat¬ 
edly aired his frustration that 
military chiefs have barred 
him from serving in Afghani¬ 
stan, dismissing as “hyped 
up” the belief that as a future 
king he would be a prime tar¬ 
get for insurgents.□ 


Psst, it s true: 


Hollywood is plotting conspiracy 



Robin Wright, left, portrays Mary Surratt in a scene from 
‘The Conspirator.’ 


By GLENN WHIPP 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Have you 
heard the one about the moon 
landing? 

Not that it was staged. We all 
know that rumor is a bunch of 
bunk. 

No, this story involves what 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Al- 
drin were doing during those 
21 minutes of radio and video 
silence on the Apollo 11 mis¬ 
sion. 

You think they were turn¬ 


ing over rocks and drinking 
Tang? Think again. Turns out 
the two astronauts were actu¬ 
ally bouncing over to the dark 
side of the moon, investigat¬ 
ing a crashed alien space ship 
that turned out to be, yes, a 
massive Transformer robot. 
“We give you a whole new 
reason why the moon landing 
actually did happen,” Loren¬ 
zo di Bonaventura, producer 
of the “Transformers” mov¬ 
ies, says. 

“Everyone was right. The 


conspiracy existed. It was just 
a different one than people 
thought.” 

Conspiracies are the rage 
these days, and not just the in¬ 
trigues spread by the likes of 
Glenn Beck, talk radio hosts 
and the guy who sees mys¬ 
tery in Taco Bell’s “seasoned 
ground beef.” 

There are even loopy conspir¬ 
acies surrounding conspiracy- 
tinged material that has been 
adapted to the screen. Did 
Stieg Larsson really write the 
best-selling series of thrillers, 
which, beginning with “The 
Girl with the Dragon Tattoo,” 
were published after his early 
death by heart attack? And 
was his death natural or was 
he murdered by neo-Nazis? 

So all this code-red anxiety 
in the air has begun to per¬ 
meate the multiplex as film¬ 
makers proffer plots and 
plans and secrecy, the likes of 
which haven’t been seen since 
agents Mulder and Scully 
poked around Area 51 in the 
“X-Files.’Q 
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Mo tops People’s 
‘most beautiful’ list 


LOS ANGELES - Hollywood 
actress and pop singer Jenni¬ 
fer Lopez tops People maga¬ 
zine’s annual list of the most 
beautiful people of 2011, set 
to hit newsstands the maga¬ 
zine announced. 

“Rarely am I left speechless, 
but I feel honored,” said J-Lo, 
41, who is the mother of twin 
toddlers with husband Latin 
music crooner Marc Anthony. 
After taking time off to be¬ 
come a mother, the Bronx, 
New York-born, Puerto Rican 
actress returned to the public 
eye earlier this year with a star 
turn as of three talent judges 
on “American Idol.” 

The hit television show 
searches for the next up-and- 
coming US pop music celeb¬ 
rity. 

Lopez admitted to People that 
looking glamorous day in, day 
out takes considerable effort, 
especially since she is con¬ 



Hollywood actress and pop 
singer Jennifer Lopez, shown 
here tops People magazine’s 
annual list of the most 
beautiful people of 2011, set to 
hit newsstands the magazine 
announced. 

stantly in front of the camera. 
“I don’t want anybody think¬ 
ing it’s easy. It does take 
time and it’s hard work. 
HDTV wide-screen is no¬ 
body’s friend!” she told the 
magazine.^aAlso making 


Vincent and Josephine 


Denmark’s royal twins christened 


By Jennifer Buley 
Associated Press 
COPENHAGEN - Nearly 
300 guests packed a church 
in Copenhagen Thursday for 
the christening of the latest 
additions to the Danish royal 
family: twins Prince Vincent 
and Princess Josephine. The 
youngest children of Crown 
Prince Frederik and Austra¬ 
lian-born Crown Princess 
Mary were baptised Vincent 
Frederik Minik Alexander 
and Josephine Sofia Ivalo 
Mathilda.The babies’ names 
had been a closely-kept secret 
since their birth on January 
8 and the country has seen 
months of intense speculation 
over whether the royal couple 
would opt for old Danish or 
more modern names. 

In recent months, everyone 
from royal commentators to 
experts in old Norse have had 
opinions on what the twins 
would be called, with Valde- 
mar and Knud seen as favor¬ 



Australian-born Danish Crown Princess Mary holds her three- 
month-old daughter Josefina while former Copenhagen bishop 
Erik Norman Svendsen christens her, as Crown Prince Frederiks 
holds her twin brother Vincent and four-year-old Princess Isabella 
looks on, into the Holmens Church in Copenhagen. 


ites for the boy and Ingrid and 
Astrid for the girl. 
Copenhagen mayor Frank 
Jensen remained diplomatic 
before Thursday’s christen¬ 
ing. 


“I think the Crown Prince and 
Princess will come up with 
something better than my 
guesses,” was all he would 
say before entering the church 
for the ceremony. Q 


Krauss & Union Station 
roloase first IP slnco 2004 



Alison Krauss, center, poses with Union Station, from left, Ron 
Block, Dan Tyminski, Krauss, Jerry Douglas, and Barry Bales in 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Coachella to boost concert 
experience with tech 



Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival in Indio, Calif. 


By CHRIS TALBOTT 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. - Alison 
Krauss & Union Station need¬ 
ed songs bad. 

They had plenty to start with 
when they began recording 
for the album that would be¬ 
come “Paper Airplane.” Over 
time, though, they became 
disenchanted. Many of the 
songs just didn’t feel right 
for the bluegrass supergroup 


known for the special quality 
of its material. 

“It’s quite possible that we 
canned three albums worth of 
material,” singer and guitarist 
Dan Tyminski said. 

The band soon decided that 
it’s long-delayed and much- 
anticipated follow-up to 
2004’s “Lonely Runs Both 
Ways” would be delayed once 
again. The five members of 
the group dobro player Jerry 


Douglas, bassist Barry Bales 
and banjo player Ron Block 
round out Union Station had 
struggled to get together after 
Krauss’ collaboration with 
Robert Plant on “Raising 
Sand.” A tour for that album 
and a scrapped follow-up ses¬ 
sion stretched into time origi¬ 
nally blocked out for Union 
Station. Krauss’ migraine 
headaches prematurely ended 
one session and others were 
difficult to schedule because 
the other members had their 
own busy careers and families 
to attend to. 

So by the time they got back 
together to record they were 
more than ready. But, Bales 
says, it was a struggle to 
come up with material. The 
group can be picky, he ac¬ 
knowledged, and occupies 
“this weird middle ground” in 
Nashville. The band doesn’t 
play Top 40 country songs, 
eliminating a vast songwriting 
resource, and it doesn’t mine 
well-trod traditional bluegrass 
territory either. □ 


By NEKESAMUMBI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - When Coachel¬ 
la starts headlining acts like 
Kanye West, the Kings of 
Leon, Arcade Fire and others 
might find themselves up¬ 
staged by the stage itself. 

The 80-foot-tall, 140-foot 
wide structure a cube of lights 
that will “interact” with the 
thousands in the audience 
won’t just be in the back¬ 
ground, but is expected to 
play a major role in the per¬ 
formances of many of the 
acts. 


It’s part of big push by the 
Coachella Valley Music and 
Arts Festival to infuse the an¬ 
nual extravaganza with flashy, 
trippy tech features that are 
aimed at redefining the con¬ 
cert experience. 

“I think it will shock people,” 
said Matt Clark of the United 
Visual Artists, the firm that 
designed the stage, which he 
described as “architecture.” 
“This is really a quite unique 
moment for festivals,” he 
added. “I think it will just 
make other festivals feel like 
they have to up the ante.’Q 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 4 / 15 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Heap 
5 Sheep’s cry 
10 Edge of a hat 

14 Cut of pork 

15 Numerical 
comparison 

16 Ore deposit 

17 Had debts 

18 Unbelievable 

20 Sorority letter 

21 1/12 of a foot 

22 Small map in a 
larger map 

23 Slight coloring 

25 Shade tree 

26 Tiny particles 
28 Trees with light, 

strong wood 

31 Bee’s product 

32 Coffin platforms 
34 Saloon 

36 Med. school 
course 

37 Biblical traitor 

38 Part of the ear 

39 Rooster’s mate 

40 Blockhead 

41 Plunged 
headfirst 

42 Overexert 

44 Sea ducks with 
soft down 

45 Hotel 

46 Chocolate 
substitute 

47 Synagogue 
leader 

50 Go out with 

51 Not at home 
54 Wraparound 

item in a first 
aid kit 

57 El Texas 

58 5 _ 10 is 2 

59 Refueling ship 

60 Earl _ tea 

61 College official 

62 Poor 

63 Finds a sum 

DOWN 

1 Burial site 

2 Des Moines, _ 

3 Police officer 
ranking below 
a captain 

4 Finalize 
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5 _up; 
mentions 

6 Knight’s spear 

7 Engrave 

8 Broadcast 

9 Foot digit 

10 Bats the 
eyelids 

11 Lowe & Reiner 

12 Doing nothing 

13 Encounter 

19 Old TV knobs 

21 Like a leaky 
fountain pen 

24 Hip-hop singer 
who appears 
on “Law & 
Order: SVU” 

25 Crew members 

26 Title for former 
Iranian leaders 

27 Corn breads 

28 Lima, for one 

29 Straightforward 

30 Cavalry sword 

32 Scorch 

33 Wedding words 

35 Cincinnati team 

37 Enroll in 


38 Venetian beach 

40 Craze; frenzy 

41 Urgent 

43 Blue first- 
place award 

44 Cafe 

46 Confined, as a 
parakeet 

47 Sudden attack 


48 Skin problem 

49 Alpha’s follower 

50 Valley 

52 Secondhand 

53 Gifts for kids 

55 Prefix for fat or 
sense 

56 Pass away 

57 Golfers’ assn. 


©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Affordable 

and 

Effective 


US$8.50 (AWG. 15.00) for 3 (three) days with a maximum of 30 words. We accept submissions until 5pm (Monday - Friday). 
Email: classifieds@arubatodav.com Credit Cards Acceptable. We would he happy to email you our credit card form. 


For Sale 

At Casa del Mar Resort 

2 bedroom timeshare with 
balcony 4th floor ocean 
view wk 14+15 
$27,500 for both wks. 
e-mail: swuff@charter.net 
Phone: 8106293188 USA 

_190738 

Salon/Spa 

Special 

Manicure + Pedicure $30 
F.Body masage (60min) $45 
Scrub + Masage 60min $55 
Facial $40 
Call now 583-7338 / 
737-1408 “serious spa, 
serious work. 


For Sale 

At Casa del Mar 
Presidential 2 bdr / 2bath 

wk39- 1411 $6800 
wk41 - 1505 $9000 
wk42-1419 $9000 
murielhver@aol.com 

Tel: 1-631-360-1695 

___190745 

Relaxing 

Massage 

Professional experience in 
swedich massage, sport 
massage, reflexology and 
scrubs = massage. Hotel or at 
home service, serious work 7 
days a week 
Call: 743-3275 

190894 



Solar Power Plant 


In California 

Solar power plant 
lawsuit tossed out 


LOS ANGELES - Califor¬ 
nia’s Supreme Court refused 
to consider a lawsuit filed by 
an influential environmental 
group seeking to delay con¬ 
struction of a solar plant be¬ 
cause it might harm rare plant 
and animal species. 

The state Supreme Court said 
it would not review the Sierra 
Club’s complaint against the Calico Solar Project one of a string 
of lawsuits accusing solar power plant projects across the larg¬ 
est U.S. state of harming the environment. 

The court offered no explanation. In its complaint, America’s 
oldest environmental organization argued to the courts that the 
California Energy Commission had approved the Calico project 
improperly, failing to take into account potential harm to native 
flora and fauna. 

The commission cheered the ruling, while the Sierra Club said 
it would wait and see before taking further action. Complicating 
things, the project had recently changed hands — from original 
developer NTR’s Tessera Solar to K Road Sun, an arm of a New 
York-based investment firm. 

David Graham-Caso, a spokesman for the environmental 
group, said the new developers may use different technology 
that might alter projections of how the giant project could im¬ 
pact the natural habitats of species like the desert tortoise and 
big-horned sheep. 

He said the group would keep a close eye on the project’s evolu¬ 
tion under new management. 

“We support well-planned projects. This was not one of them,” 
Graham said. “Different technology affects the land in different 
ways.” 

Conflicts between solar proponents and foes are taking on 
growing importance as the industry experiences a boom, par¬ 
ticularly for California. 

Other companies with plants under development that are raising 
environmental concerns include First Solar Inc and SunPower 
Corp.Q 


Time Share Resale 

cil'ivcirys your best otrtiori 


Mariott Ocean Club 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

Marriott Surf Club 
2Bedroom Platinum Garden View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

La Cabana Beach And Raquet Club 
1 Br wk 1 3 Room 342 Pool/ocean view 
1 bedroom wk 15 room 241 A Ocean view 
1 Br wk 1 4 Room 340 C pool/ocean view 
Studio wk 12 Room 444B Pool/Ocean View 
Studio wk 16 room 106B pool/ocean 

Diva Phoenix Beach Resort 
2Br wk 13/14 Room 306 Pool Ocean View 
4tudio wk 14 room 504 ocean view 
Studio wk 15 room 404 ocean view 
Studio wk 15 room 403 oce an view 
1 Br wk 1 6 room 1 205 Ocean View 

Occidental Resort 
2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 
3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 
2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 3 Room 344 Ocean View 

Dutch Village 

Studio wk 13 Room 119 Pool/View 
2Br wk 16 Room 3503 Ocean View 

Pardise Beach Villas 

2Br wk 15 room 301 pool/ocean $8500 

Amsterdam Manor 

2Br wk 1/52 whole year room 213 

Renaissance Siutes 

1 Br wk 1 3 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 3 Room 21 37 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 6 Room 2550 Ocean Front 

The Mill Resort 

2Br wk 14 room 234 B/C pool/view 

Riu Palace 

1 Br wk 1 4 room 348 pool/ocean view 
1 br wk 1 4 room 368 Pool/Ocean view 
1 Br wk 15 Room 542 Pool/Ocean View 

La Qiunta Beach Resort 

1 Br wk 1 1 room 111 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 4 Room 1 03 pool/ocean View 

Tiera Del sol 

House 2Bedr |||>m 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio Full Airco 
Water Heather 


$17000 

$13000 

$20000 

$27000 

$17500 

$20000 

$22000 

$30000 

$36000 

$8500 

$6000 

$8500 

$6500 

$6000 


$13000each. 

$6000 

$6000 

$6000 

$10000 

$22000 

$50000 

$23000 

$15000 

$5000 

$10000 


$550000 

$9500 

$9500 

$9000 

$8000 

$6000 

$6000 

$6000 

$7000 

$7000 


$531000 




US Fish & Wildlife Service 
shows the Gray wolf. 


Congress measures against 
wolves seen as precedent 

By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 
BILLINGS, Mont. - The 

White House is poised to accept 
a budget bill that includes an 
unprecedented end-run around 
Endangered Species Act pro¬ 
tections for gray wolves in five 
Western states the first time 
Congress has targeted a species 
protected under the 3 7-year-old 

law. Lawmakers describe the provision in the spending bill as a 
necessary intervention in a wildlife dilemma that some say has 
spun out of control. Sixty-six wolves were reintroduced to the 
Northern Rockies from Canada in the mid-1990s; there are now 
at least 1,650. 

But legal experts warn the administration’s support of lifting 
protections for the animals opens the door to future meddling 
by lawmakers catering to anti-wildlife interests. 

The endangered act has long been reviled by conservatives who 
see it as a hindrance to economic development. Now, the ad¬ 
ministration’s support for the wolf provision signals that protec¬ 
tions for even the most imperiled animals, fish and plants are 
negotiable given enough political pressure, experts said. 
Officials in Montana and Idaho already are planning public 
hunts for the predators this fall, hoping to curb increasingly fre¬ 
quent wolf attacks on livestock and big game herds.□ 


Doctor on duty 


DIA 15 APRIL 

J Dr. Esschendal 



Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Trupiaal N.V. Tel: 583-8560 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


San Lucas N.V Tel: 584-4830 

Police 

Police 

581-1100 

Oranjestad 

582-4000 

Noord 

587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 

585-4710 

Savaneta 

584-7000 

San Nicolas 

584-5000 

Emergency 


Numbers 

iSw 

Emergency 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

587-4300 


Oranjestad 

Ambulance 582-1234 

Police 582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 584-5050 

Police station 584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 584-1606 

Valero Security 584-1720 

Services 


Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

Cruise Ship 

15 Caribbean Princess 

15Calebrity Millenium 


■ 

Aruba Airport 

Tel:524-2424 

American AirlinesTel: 582-2700 

Avianca 

Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air 

Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue 

Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

Tel: 512-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 

Tiara Air 

Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana 

Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba (fada) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Sharp-toothed fossil links 
old and new dinosaurs 


By RANDOLPH E. SCHMID 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - The sur¬ 
prising discovery of a fossil 
of a sharp-toothed beast that 
lurked in what is now the 
western U.S. more than 200 
million years ago is filling a 
gap in dinosaur evolution. 

The short snout and slant¬ 
ing front teeth of the find 
Daemonosaurus chauliodus 
had never before been seen 
in a Triassic era dinosaur, 
said Hans-Dieter Sues of 
the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of Natural History. 
Sues and colleagues report 
the discovery in Wednesday’s 
edition of the British journal 
Proceedings of the Royal So¬ 
ciety B. 

Sues, curator of vertebrate 
paleontology at the museum, 
said the discovery helps fill 
the evolutionary gap between 



This artist rendering provided 
Daemonosaurus chauliodus and 
American quarter. 

the dinosaurs that lived in 
what is now Argentina and 
Brazil about 230 million years 
ago and the later theropods 
like the famous Tyrannosau¬ 
rus rex. 

Features of the skull and neck 
of Daemonosaurus indicate it 


by Jeffrey Martz shows a 
its size relative to a modern 
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was intermediate between the 
earliest known predatory di¬ 
nosaurs from South America 
and more advanced thero¬ 
pods,” said Sues. “One such 
feature is the presence of cav¬ 
ities on some of the neck ver¬ 
tebrae related to the structure 
of the respiratory system.” 
Daemonosaurus was discov¬ 
ered at Ghost Ranch, N.M., a 
well-known fossil site famous 
for the thousands of fossilized 
skeletons found there, notably 
the small dinosaur Coelophy- 
sis. Ghost Ranch was more 
recently the home of artist 
Georgia O’Keeffe, who was 
known to visit the archaeo¬ 
logical digs under way there, 
Sues noted. □ 


Alien worlds could 
circle dwarf stars 


Charles Q. Choi 
Associated Press 
Scientists may be searching 
for Earth-like worlds around 
stars like our sun, but a new 
study suggests that the best 
places to look for planets 
that can support life may be 
the dying stars called white 
dwarfs. 

Our sun and indeed, more 
than 90 percent of all stars in 
our galaxy will one day end 
up as white dwarfs, which are 
made up of their dim, fading 
cores. These cooling stars are 
typically about 40 percent to 
90 percent of the mass of our 
sun but only about the same 
volume as Earth, and they are 
as common as sun like stars. 
As cool as white dwarf stars 
might get, they would still 
be warm enough to possess 
so-called habitable zones or¬ 
bits where liquid water can 
exist on the surfaces of those 
worlds. These zones are con¬ 
sidered prime habitats for life, 
as there is life virtually every¬ 
where there is liquid water on 
Earth. 

“If a planet is close enough to 
the star, it could have a stable 
temperature long enough to 
have liquid water at the sur¬ 
face, if it has water at all, and 
that’s a big factor for habit¬ 
ability,” said researcher Eric 
Agol, an astrophysicist at the 
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• Service 24 hours 
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Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. 
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Email: pureandsensual69@yhaoo.com 
pimp69daddy@live.com 



565-9535 


SERVING MEN • WOMEN • COUPLE 
24 HOURS SERVICE 

DELIVERY & PICK-UP 

pleasureinaruba@hotmail.com 



Eric Agol 

University of Washington. 
Planets around white dwarfs? 
Before a star fades to be¬ 
come a white dwarf, it usu¬ 
ally bloats to become a red 
giant, destroying any planets 
as close as Earth. 

Still, more distant worlds 
could survive, and once this 
red giant sheds its outer lay¬ 
ers of gas to leave behind a 
white dwarf, those outer plan¬ 
ets could eventually migrate 
into habitable zones, Agol 
said. New worlds could also 
have originated from the ring 
of debris left over by the star’s 
transformation. 

Since white dwarfs are so 
cool, planets would have to be 
very close to these dying stars 
in order to be within their hab¬ 
itable zones, perhaps 500,000 
to 2 million miles away just 
far enough away for the star’s 
gravitational field to not rip 
these worlds apart. 

In comparison, Earth is about 
93 million miles away from 
the sun, and even Mercury 
is at least 28.5 million miles 
away from our sun. 

The planets would be tidally 
locked, meaning the same 
side would always face the 
white dwarfs and the oppo¬ 
site side would always be in 
darkness. □ 
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Disidentes cubanos dicen qua 55 
presos politicos siguen on prision 


ESTADOS UNIDOS (AP) - Un grupo de 
disidentes cubanos en Espana denuncio el 
jueves que al menos 55 presos politicos siguen 
encarcelados en la isla y pidio su liberacion 
inmediata. 

Jose Gabriel Ramon Castillo y Julio Cesar 
Galvez, ambos pertenecientes al llamado 
Grupo de los 75, consideraron que el acuerdo 
alcanzado entre el gobiemo de Raul Castro y la 
Iglesia Catolica de la isla para la excarcelacion 
de presos sigue vigente y debe cumplirse. 

“Que sepamos, Cuba no ha dado por terminado 
este proceso”, dijo Castillo en una rueda de 
prensa en la Fundacion Hispano Cubana de 
Madrid. “Esperamos que se cumpla lo hablado 
y acordado por la Iglesia Catolica y el gobiemo 
para excarcelar a todos los presos politicos 
cubanos”. 

Castillo y Galvez estan entre los 75 disidentes 
detenidos en el 2003 bajo cargos de 
conspiracion. Castillo fue liberado y acogido 
en Espana en el 2008. Galvez llego a Madrid 
en julio del ano pasado, en la primera oleada de 
prisioneros cubanos excarcelados en virtud del 
acuerdo entre Cuba, la Iglesia y Espana. 

Desde entonces, 115 ex prisioneros, junto a 
casi 700 familiares, han sido acogidos en el 
pais iberico. Unos 40 eran parte de los 75, 
mientras que el resto de liberados estaban 
presos por delitos de diversa indole, algunos de 


ellos tipiflcados como violentos. 

Castillo senalo que es dificil contabilizar el 
numero de presos politicos en Cuba y dijo que 
varios organismos locales e internacionales 
trabajan en establecer una cifra lo mas precisa 
posible. 

“Nadie en Cuba tiene un listado definitivo de 
presos politicos”, subrayo Castillo. 

Amnistia Internacional, por ejemplo, considera 
que no existen presos politicos o de conciencia 
en las carceles cubanas tras las ultimas 
excarcelaciones. 

Pero segun Castillo, unas 55 personas siguen 
en prision por ser miembros de movimientos 
opositores o postularse en contra del gobierno 
de Castro. 

En concreto, mencionaron a Rolando Sarraff 
Tmjillo, quien lleva 15 anos en prision—de una 
condena de 25— por un delito de espionaje. Su 
hermana Vilma Sarraff, residente en Espana, 
pidio que su caso no caiga en el olvido. 

Si bien el gobierno espanol dio por concluida la 
llegada de presos cubanos, Galvez preciso que 
las liberaciones deben continuar, tanto para los 
presos que decidan seguir en la isla como para 
los que quieran exiliarse. 

“El mero hecho de disentir es mas que suficiente 
para que les cueste el paredon de fusilamiento o 
la prision”, aseguro Galvez. “Estos presos estan 
en condiciones infrahumanas en las carceles”. 



Alfredo Duran, exiliado cubano fotografiado el 5 de abril del 2011 
en su oficina de Miami. (AP Photo/Alan Diaz) 


EEUU postula 
embajadores a 
Nicaragua y 
Honduras 

El presidente Barack Obama presento 
el jueves al Senado a Jonathan Farrar 
y Lisa Kubiske como candidatos a em¬ 
bajadores en Nicaragua y Honduras, 
respectivamente. Farrar, actual jefe de 
la oficina de intereses en La Habana 
desde 2008, resulto nominado para 
reemplazar en Managua al actual em- 
bajador Robert Callahan, segun un co- 
municado de prensa de la Casa Blanca. 
Farrar se desempeno previamente como 
encargado de negocios en Montevideo, 
Asuncion y Belice. Kubiske, actual 
subjefa de la mision diplomatica en 
Brasilia, ocupo tambien un cargo simi¬ 
lar en Santo Domingo, dirigio la oficina 
de asuntos economicos del consulado 
en Hong Kong, fue encargada de ne¬ 
gocios en el consulado de Shangai y se 
desempeno como funcionaria consular 
en Ciudad de Mexico. De ser aprobada 
por el Senado, Kubiske reemplazaria a 
Hugo Llorens en Tegucigalpa. □ 


Detlenen a merenguero dominlcano 


por trdfico de menores 

REPUBLICA DOMINICANA (AP) - El merenguero 
dominicano conocido como Franklin The Boss fue de- 
tenido en Santo Domingo por una solicitud de extradicion 
de Estados Unidos para procesarlo por traflco sexual de 
menores de edad, informaron el jueves autoridades. 

Jose Altagracia de Leon Corcino, de 30 anos de edad y 
cantante de la orquesta The Boss, es reclamado por la cor- 
te del distrito este de Carolina del Norte acusado de “tra- 
fico sexual por medio de coercion”, dijo la subprocuradora 
encargada de extradiciones Gisela Cueto. 

Cueto preciso en conferencia de prensa que contra De 
Leon Corcino existen desde 2005 cuatro cargos penales 
en Estados Unidos relativos al traflco ilegal de personas, 
prostitucion, traflco sexual y explotacion sexual de meno¬ 
res. La orden de extradicion contra el cantante fue tram- 
itada el pasado 16 de marzo. 

De Leon Corcino y otras cuatro personas, incluida una de 
sexo femenino, estan acusadas de trasladar mujeres, en¬ 
tre ellas varias ninas, de Nueva York a Carolina del Norte 
para prostituirlas en diferentes casas, agrego Cueto. 

Entre las menores de edad explotadas sexualmente habia 
una nina de 12 anos, indico la subprocuradora. Segun el 
expediente, los traflcantes de mujeres cobraban a los cli- 
entes 25 dolares por 15 minutos de sexo. 

El cantante se encargaba desde el cobro a los clientes, has- 


ta el traslado de la mujeres de un lugar a otro para prosti¬ 
tuirlas, segun las autoridades. 

La Direccion Nacional de Control de Drogas (DNCD), 
que ejecuta los arrestos con fines de extradicion, informo 
que sus agentes detuvieron el miercoles a De Leon Corci¬ 
no en el municipio de Santo Domingo Este, contiguo a la 
capital. 

El vocero de la entidad, Ramon Rodriguez, explico que el 
musico permanecera recluido en esa institucion hasta que 
se determine su extradicion. 

De Leon Corcino sera sometido a un juicio de extradicion 
ante la Suprema Corte de Justicia, que decidira en las 
proximas semanas si procede su traslado al tribunal de 
Carolina del Norte. 

Se intento establecer contacto con el representante artisti- 
co del merenguero, Enrique Zayas, sin obtener respuesta. 
La DNCD y la Procuraduria General desconocen si el 
musico cuenta con un abogado. 

La orquesta The Boss obtuvo fama en Republica Domini- 
cana con el tema “La mantequilla”, de su album “No me 
vuelvo a enamorar”, en 2006. 

En 2010 De Leon Corcino promo vio en Republica Do- 
minicana y Centroamerica su segundo album, que incluia 
los merengues “Tocando fondo” y “Cuando se quiere de 
veras”, ademas de la bachata “Te presumo”. □ 














Friday, April 15 


Bff | ADVERTISEMENT 




between 5pm and 10pm 




FRESH FISH 88Q and BUFFET 


mr 


All You Can Eat! 

For the little ones half price! 


p-P 




4-ladi 


icurariss 


Restaurant at the Fisherman's Pier - Aruba 



Includes Aruban Fish sou| 
Fresh Catch of the day. 
Salad bar and more! 


For reservations call 586 2288 































